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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The Forgotten Press 

Journalism schools and the newspaper industry in 

America focus their efforts on daily newspapers. Textbooks, 

curricula, academic and industrial research, and most trade 

and academic periodicals seem to assume that any discussion 

of the press means the daily press. Virtually ignored, and 

perhaps forgotten, is any emphasis on the existence and 

problems of weekly newspapers, as well as educational 

programs aimed at supplying journalists for them. 

Yet while the number of dailies has consistently 

declined over the past several decades, weekly newspapers 

have actually increased in number, and most recently 

stabilized. And in terms of readership, the weekly community 

newspapers have grown to where they collectively reach 

almost as many people as the larger newspapers. Weekly 

newspapers today reach a larger percentage of the nation's 

population than perhaps at any time in recent history (ANPA 

18), while daily newspapers' percentage of readership is 

declining, reaching perhaps a lower portion than ever before 

(Facts About Newspapers '90 3). 

1 
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Weekly newspapers, also known as the community press, 

are traditionally defined as those newspapers being 

published three or fewer times a week. Disagreement over 

definitions begins with whether they have paid or unpaid 

subscriptions, and the amount of advertising. There are two 

recognized subgroups: the traditional rural, or ''country" 

weekly, and the suburban weekly--although the lines of 

division are about as clear as the boundaries of the suburbs 

and the country. 

According to the American Newspaper Publishers' 

Association (ANPA) annual report Facts About Newspapers '90, 

the number of daily newspapers has declined from 1,763 in 

1946, and in 1960 as well, to 1,626 in 1989. Circulation 

grew from 50.9 million in 1946 to 62.1 million in 1970, and 

it has stabilized at that level for the past 20 years. In 

1989, circulation was 62.6 million (Facts 3) . 

By contrast, there were 8,174 weeklies in 1960 with a 

total circulation of 20.9 million. The number dropped to 

7,612 in 1970, but since then, the number has fluctuated 

around that level: in 1990 there were 7,550 weeklies. 

However circulation has grown steadily to where it totaled 

55.1 million in 1990 (Facts 18). 

Background 

Many journalism schools once offered both specific 

courses and sequences in traditional "community" journalism 

to meet the needs of these weekly newspapers. Those courses 
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and sequences are now largely gone, perhaps in myopic 

response to the declining prospects of rural America. Of the 

395 colleges and universities which offer some journalism 

instruction in America, only four universities now offer 

majors or sequences in "community journalism" (AEJMC 

Directory 4-49). Of the four, only Arkansas State University 

is accredited by the Association for Education in Journalism 

and Mass Communications (AEJMC). The others are Western 

Michigan University. Morehead State and Sam Houston State 

University. Even at Northern Illinois University, the 

location of the International Society of Weekly Newspaper 

Editors and publisher of the quarterly, The Grassroots 

Press, there is no community journalism sequence (AEJMC 

Directory 15). But the weekly press is not dwindling-

declining or stagnant circulation among weekly newspapers in 

rural areas has been offset by burgeoning "new" weeklies in 

suburban areas and revitalized weeklies in exurban areas 

(Buckley 15). 

This influential and growing economic force in America 

should be a prime job market for journalism graduates. 

However there seems to be a perception among many journalism 

graduates, as well as among many weekly newspaper owners, 

that they are not suited for each other. 

Results from research in 1989 indicated that Oklahoma 

weeklies generally don't see themselves as potential markets 

for college graduates any more than the graduates see 

themselves working for weeklies (Clark 5). A 1989 Michigan 
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study showed weekly editors more dissatisified with 

journalism education than daily journalists (Pfister 3). Is 

this more than a matter of mutual mis-perception? Also, the 

textbooks dealing with the operation of the weekly press are 

decades old. No new ones have been writ£en, certainly an 

indicator of a lack of need, and perhaps one of the 

indicators of the lack of academic interest in weekly 

newspapers. Certainly many of the most-used textbooks in 

reporting, editing and management rarely refer to weekly 

newspapers. 

In addition, an increasing number of journalism 

students are ignoring newspapers as careers, with 

advertising and public relations being the areas of growing 

enrollments, while news-editorial enrollment is dropping, 

(Wilson 6). Only 15 percent of journalism school graduates 

went to work for newspapers in 1988. Those 3,083 students 

worked on daily newspapers (Becker 13), Another 11.4 percent 

of the graduates were unemployed (14). 

Statement of the Problem 

Journalism education has always been closely tied to 

the needs of the profession, and journalism schools come 

under the harshest criticism when the industry believes they 

are out of touch with its needs and practices. Mario Garcia 

of the Poynter Institute of Media Studies complained that 

journalism schools were 25 years behind the times (1), 

There is a dearth of information on what kind of job 
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journalism schools are doing to prepare students for 

employment at weekly newspapers, and the corresponding 

attitudes of journalism educators toward the needs of the 

weekly press. Does the lack of information indicate that 

journalism schools consider the weekly press insignificant, 

or do they believe that weeklies don't require special 

courses beyond a news-editorial preparation? Could the 

journalism schools be out of step with the reality of the 

workplace needs of weekly newspapers? 

Purpose of the Study 

The objective of this research will be to examine how 

accredited journalism schools prepare students to work in 

the weekly newspaper market. The resulting profile of 

current instruction and content will focus and give future 

direction for this important journalistic field. 

5 

The hypothesis for this study is that journalism 

schools are ignoring specific education for weekly 

newspapers. Research questions are: (1) What are accredited 

journalism schools doing to help prepare their students for 

careers on weekly newspapers?; (2) What are the attitudes of 

journalism educators toward weekly newspapers?; and (3) Is 

there a correlation between the professional media 

background of the journalism educators and their attitudes 

toward weeklies? 
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Significance of the Study 

The study should focus attention on the relationship of 

journalism education and weekly newspapers. Journalism 

schools, journalism students, and weekly newspapers should 

benefit from recognizing a huge job market which, if 

emphasized in curriculum, could increase enrollment. The 

eventual beneficiary would be the weekly newspapers which 

should improve editorially with better educated employees. 

The problem becomes more important, set against the 

perspective of fewer dailies and dwindling job opportunities 

in a limited market. What could or should journalism schools 

be doing to help their students consider careers on weekly 

newspapers? 

The problem is more than economic, or merely the 

reflection of a sociological trend. The crucial role the 

press plays in a free society underscores the need for 

competent and trained journalists to fulfill the 

responsibility. With the huge impact and influence of 

weeklies in grassroots America--and their growing "market 

penetration"--the role is too important to be left to people 

with little professional education who happen to come in off 

the street for a job. 

Limitations 

This study is limited to the 89 American colleges and 

universities with journalism departments/schools that 
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include news-editorial sequences accredited by the 

Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass 

Communications listed in the 1990 Directory of the 

Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 

Communications. Many other institutions of higher education 

offer courses in news-editorial journalism, but they are not 

included in this study. The ACEJMC accreditation is 

considered the standard and model of educational excellence 

and legitimacy in journalism higher education; those 

accredited institutions are at the forefront of academic and 

curricular trends. Accreditation gives the journalism school 

and its curriculum a seal of legitimacy: 

Accreditation means that a unit (school, college, 
department, divisions) has been evaluated and has 
passed a thorough examination by a team of educator, 
media and industry professionals. It also means that 
the school has undergone a penetration self-study which 
emphasized attention to innovative educational and 
training techniques. (AEJMC Directory 73) 

Accreditation standards have become the criteria influencing 

non-accredited journalism programs to adhere to the pattern 

adopted by the accredited schools. Thus, the characteristics 

of the accredited programs become types for emulation. 

Accreditation has also become a test of accountability in 

legislators' eyes, a standard by which programs will be 

judged for future funding, or phasing out of "sub-standard" 

and "duplicated" programs, Louisiana educators noted during 

the Southwest Association for Education in Journalism and 

Mass Communications symposium at Dallas in 1990 (Clark 

2) • 
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This study is limited to schools that teach news

editorial journalism in various courses. It asks for an 

administrator's or an appropriate news-editorial faculty 

member's attitudes toward the extent of preparation for 

weekly newspapers. lt is limited to the insights of one 

respondent from each news-editorial sequence, the respondent 

deemed the most appropriate by the head of the sequence or 

contact person listed in the AEJMC Directory. This study 

does not attempt to gather input from two other important 

parties in the news-editorial education process: the 

students, and the weekly newspaper journalists who might 

hire the students. 

It should be noted that the journalism profession has 

no licensing or entrance requirements. No courses in 

journalism or even college degrees are required for entry 

into the profession, especially at the weekly and small 

daily newspaper level. Those who are not news-editorial 

journalism majors and those who have not attended college 

are eligible for newspaper employment. This study will 

examine only the formal education given to news-editorial 

students related to the weekly press in America. 

Assumptions 

It is assumed that responses to the survey will be 

complete, objective and honest, and that educators will not 

perceive their responses as being critical of themselves or 

their programs. 
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It is assumed that any administrators who receive the 

survey will forward it to the appropriate news-editorial 

educators. 

It is assumed that news-editorial educators or 

administrators have some knowledge of the weekly press and 

its emphasis in the journalism curriculum. 

9 

It is assumed that responses to questions that ask for 

information and attitudes about the particular sequence will 

be responses representative of the entire sequence and its 

educators and not just the views of the individual 

respondent. 

Organization of the Study 

Chapter J.l...L. "Review of the Literature" 

The literature review will examine the recommended 

goals and strategies for news-editorial curriculum in 

journalism schools, both from the newspaper industry 

viewpoint and from the viewpoint of higher education, 

specifically the accreditation standards of the Association 

for Education in Journalism and Mass Communications. The 

literature review will also examine the status of current 

news-editorial curriculum in journalism schools with 

emphasis on the weekly press. 

Chapter !.l.h "Methodology" 

The chapter on methodology will describe the population 
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to be surveyed and the survey instrument. It will contain a 

discussion of why certain survey questions are to be 

included. 

The schedule for administering the survey and for 

administering follow-up mailings will be outlined. 

The chapter will also outline the data to be presented 

and discussed, explain how the data will be analyzed, and 

determine the comparisons to be made. 

Chapter IV, "Findings and Analysis" 

The fourth chapter will present, analyze and describe 

the data collected by the survey. 

Chapter:_ Y.t_ "Discussion, Conclusions and 

Recommendations" 

The final chapter will summarize the study, discuss the 

findings and analysis, reach conclusions about how 

journalism students are prepared for weekly newspaper 

careers, and will recommend topics for further study. 

Also, the last chapter will attempt to place the role 

of education for weekly newspapers in a social perspective. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

General 

Journalism education, its place in higher education 

often suspect in the eyes of academia, is increasingly 

embroiled in controversy and turmoil about its relevance. 

More recently however, it is a target of criticism from the 

newspaper industry itself. 

Jack Hart, former journalism professor and now a 

writing coach for the Portland Oregonian, summarized the 

situation: 

Alienation between professionals and journalism schools 
has reached the stage of open hostilities in some parts 
of the country. Some pros, who take little interest in 
journalism schools and often are profoundly ignorant of 
their operations, insult the profs by damning the 
quality of their graduates and ridiculing their lack of 
professional experience. Some profs join in the 
backbiting by dismissing professionals as anti
intellectual buffoons, criticizing press performance 
without understanding deadline or production demands, 
and denouncing professionally oriented course work as 
vocational school pap that prostitutes J-schools in the 
service of private industry. They spend no more time in 
the newsrooms than the pros do in the classrooms. (39) 

This chapter will summarize the background of 

controversy and curricular change to provide an 

understanding of the controversies surrounding journalism 

education as a preliminary perspective. It also will focus 

11 
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on the dearth of information on the status of weekly 

newspapers in journalism and journalism education, 

especially related to the news-editorial sequences which are 

considered the most direct link to newspaper careers. In 

addition, the chapter will explore the dailies' dominant 

influence on journalism schools, as well as the perceptions 

of journalistic inferiority ascribed to weeklies by the 

press as a whole, and by journalism schools and their 

students. Finally, the chapter concentrates on the results 

of the controversies, the dailies' dominance, and the 

resulting perceptions--the widening chasm between journalism 

schools and weeklies, at a time when both need each other 

more than ever. 

Controversy over Journalism Education 

Controversy is not new to journalism education. In his 

1979 dissertation comparing editors' and educators' views, 

Gaddis noted that controversy surrounded journalism 

education from its beginning at the first four-year 

journalism program at the University of Missouri in 1908, 

because of its "practical" nature (9). Higher education 

scholar Paul Dressel documented how the opposite movement in 

journalism education quickly developed: "by the late 1920s, 

there was evident a trend toward thinking of journalistic 

education as a broad liberal education with a minimum of 

attention to techniques" (24-25). Others denied that 

journalism had any place in higher education. Robert Maynard 
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Hutchins, in Higher Education in America, argued "My 

contention is that the tricks of the trade cannot be learned 

at a university, and that if they can be they should not 

be .... " (44). Two years later, writing in Quill, he argued 

that journalism had no legitimate place in higher education: 

So the shadiest educational ventures under respectable 
auspices are the schools of journalism. They exist in 
defiance of the obvious fact that the best preparation 
for journalism is a good education. Journalism itself 
can be learned, if at all, only by being a journalist. 
( 13) 

He was joined by another scholar of higher education, 

Abraham Flexner, who denigrated the place of journalism in 

higher education: 

On a par with university faculties of cookery, I place 
university schools of journalism ... journalism is not a 
profession in the sense which law and medicine are 
professions (161). 

Since then however, journalism schools have continued 

to grow, students "voting with their feet" as Clark Kerr 

would say, and enrollment today is setting records. About 

155,000 students were enrolled in 395 programs in the United 

States at the beginning of the 1989-90 school year (C. 

Wilson 6) However, news-editorial enrollment is dropping 

every year, with 14,816 students enrolled in 1989--the 

latest data available--down 19.5 percent from the previous 

year (C. Wilson 6). In the past few years, enrollment in 

news-editorial sequences, the most direct link to 

newspapers, has fallen to an all-time low, and news-

editorial faculties are also shrinking (Becker 13). 
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Conflict Over the Curriculum 

Controversy hasn't ended for journalism programs; it 

only comes from a different source. Instead of being 

questioned by academics, journalism programs now find 

themselves under fire from professional journalists, while 

undergoing increased soul searching from within. By trying 

to meet both academic and industry demands on the 

curriculum, the programs have added liberal arts and 

research emphases. Once criticized for being too practical, 

journalism education now finds itself blasted by journalists 

for not being practical enough. 

Recounting the history of journalism education as he 

probed the search for academic purpose at four major 

journalism schools, Lindley described four basic directions 

in journalism education: the dominant traditional or 

"professional"; the social science emphasis; the cultural 

emphasis; and the scientific communication emphasis. 

(Lindley 6). The conflict between the first and the last 

predominates the controversy today as journalists scorn the 

theory and research bent of higher-education, although the 

other two emphases are also at odds with the traditional 

approach. 

As Blanchard commented in drastic understatement: 

"The potential and actual role of journalism/mass 

communications (JMC) programs in liberal education and media 

studies is little appreciated or understood by editors and 
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publishers ..•• " ( 28). 

In a 1990 survey, the American Society of Newspaper 

Editors found journalists' growing lack of confidence in 

journalism school graduates (Wyatt 12). Bob Haiman, director 

of the Poynter Institute, in 1991 summed up daily editors' 

perceptions about journalism graduates: 

Recent college graduates, no matter how good, cannot 
get hired by the top 10 dailies in Florida directly out 
of school. They're simply regarded as not being able to 
cut the grade. Most people out of college in my 
judgement don't have the requisite skills to do 
metropolitan daily journalism. (Wyatt 12) 

Criticism of journalism school graduates was echoed by 

AP President Lou Boccardi at the Southern Newspaper 

Publishers Association two-day journalism symposium in New 

Orleans in March 1991. Because of the quality of the 

graduates' skills, Boccardi criticized journalism schools 

for neglecting the basics, "Too many come to us without the 

kind of writing and editing skill that a journalism degree 

ought to let us presume" (SNPA 1). 

Writing in Presstime, media scholar Ben Bagdikian 

summarized much of the media criticism surrounding 

journalism schools. Bagdikian said there is too much 

"fuzziness" between the lines that separate sequences, 

especially between newspaper journalism, and advertising, 

public relations and mass communications theory (32). 

Complaining about the accreditation process, Bagdikian 

argued that academia was placing too much value on PhDs and 

not enough on journalism experience, and that the ACEJMC 
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accrediting teams were too much in control of "non

journalistic academics" (32). 

16 

A 1980 survey by Brigham Young University professors of 

666 daily and weekly editors found most editors extremely 

unhappy with journalism graduates' grasp of basic language 

and writing skills (Mills 12). Journalists made four 

recommendations: increase journalism course hours, attack 

the grammar problem, require internships and broaden 

journalism training (Mills 12). 

As Richard Budd commented in 1985, arguing for new 

directions in journalism education: "I am weary of panels, 

conferences, task forces and articles and more articles on 

journalism education, its faults and its future--or lack 

thereof. Such polemics have been going on for years .... " 

(Budd 24) With more articles, studies and conferences on the 

status of journalism education, the situation hasn't changed 

since 1985. 

Changes Affecting the Curriculum 

The continuing controversy focuses attention on the 

possibly wide-ranging changes coming to the journalism 

curriculum because of revolutionary change in technology and 

media in the last few years of the century. 

The two main revolutions affecting journalism higher 

education are the communication revolution, and also the 

movement for reform of undergraduate curriculum. Blanchard 

and Christ argued that the revolutions would force 
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journalism educators to", •. reexamine our unit curricula: 

What is the role of JMC in higher education?" (28) They 

further commented that the revolutions will force journalism 

educators to evaluate what is fundamental to the curriculum, 

and articulate it through a universal undergraduate core 

( 29) . 

Those views follow increased recommendations for 

"generic," all-purpose journalism curricula, as enunciated 

by the Oregon report, and reflected as more and more 

journalism schools drop the word "sequence" in favor of 

"options," or "emphases." The landmark Oregon report 

generated a lot of controversy, but was summarized by the 

ASNE report in 1990. The Oregon report, according to the 

editor 

carried the title "planning for Curricular Change in 
Journalism Education." It was originally launched as a 
project that could bring the curriculum of the School 
of Journalism at the University of Oregon into line 
with the needs of students and faculty .... the Oregon 
Report became a blueprint for evaluation and 
change .... The report recommended that there be some 
courses for all students - they were regrettably called 
"generic." (ASNE 26) 

And the emphases/options/sequences are growing fewer as 

schools consolidate programs. The movement toward a common 

core may be reflected, and/or influenced, by ACEJMC's switch 

in the late 1980s away from accrediting sequences. Now only 

the entire journalism program is accredited (Becker 10). 

The AEJMC Task Force on the Future of Journalism and 

Mass Communication Education emphasized in 1989 the liberal 

arts requirements of journalism students for all areas of 
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study, and served as the bible for AEJMC accrediting 

purposes because it set the standards for accreditation. The 

report emphasized four "desired outcomes": field related 

skills; broad liberal arts background; value system for 

public service; ability to integrate with the real world 

(AEJMC A4). Besides the liberal arts emphasis, the task 

force stressed the "commonalities" of the curriculum, and 

made content and direction recommendations for five major 

curricula: broadcast, news-editorial, public relations, 

magazine, and advertising (AEJMC 1 A17). 

The quality and future of journalism education was 

highlighted at the 1991 Colorado Press Association's annual 

convention, where a report of a survey of member newspapers 

was discussed. The survey included editors from 18 dailies 

and 39 weeklies (Wyatt 12). Only 11 percent of the 

respondents hired new graduates without experience (Wyatt 

12). Conclusions of the survey, and convention discussion 

came down hard on educators for not teaching enough, 

criticized editors for the lack of paid internships, and 

recommended a continued dialogue between both groups to 

improve the quality of graduates and future employees (Wyatt 

12 ) . 

Daily Dominance: Ignoring the 

Weekly Newspapers 

In all the discussions about the woes of journalism 

education, one aspect of the industry is virtually ignored. 
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Weekly newspapers are rarely referred to in trade articles 

or academic research and journals. Most of the literature 

and statistics about newspapers and journalism education 

simply omit references to the weekly press. Writers such as 

Hart are typical, using daily newspaper terminology, 

"newsrooms," and quoting only daily newspaper journalists. 

Lack of Academic Research 

There simply isn't much literature referring to weekly 

newspapers or journalism education for weekly newspaper 

employees. Dissertation Abstracts included only one doctoral 

dissertation and two masters' theses that were remotely 

related. Journal articles are few, and most of them in 

Journalism Educator or Journalism Quarterly are several 

years old. Weeklies are ignored in industry research. The 

American Society of Newspaper Editors Committee on Education 

for Journalism conducted an extensive survey of journalists 

about journalism education in 1990. The survey polled 800 

editors, all employed at dailies (ASNE 2). Thus all the 

opinions in the survey, and recommendations for what should 

be included in news-editorial journalism, have a daily bias. 

The ACEJMC also has a daily newspaper bent, even in its 

research. The AEJMC Newspaper Research Journal conducted a 

survey in 1990 of 1,423 AEJMC members to prepare for an 

"Educating the Newsroom" program for the convention (Pease 

57). Aside from using daily newspaper terminology 

(''newsroom"), the study polled educators' media experience. 
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The questionnaire didn't bother to note if a respondent had 

daily or weekly experience, only reporting/editing, writing 

coaching, management consulting, and research (Pease 59). 

An 1989 study, A Profile of JMC Educators: traits, 

attitudes, values, polled 3,577 fulltime journalism and mass 

communications educators from 343 institutions. No data on 

weekly experience was included (Weaver 4-41). In a personal 

letter, one of the authors, Indiana University Professor 

David Weaver, reported that the question was not in the 

original printouts either (Letter 1). The weekly background 

was ignored. Gaddis, in exploring nine critical issues 

facing news-editorial sequences in journalism education in 

1979, did not mention weeklies (9-125). 

Lack of Trade Publications 

No trade publications are devoted strictly to the 

weekly press. Presstime occasionally has articles related to 

weekly newspaper management problems. Editor and Publisher 

used to run a weekly article on weekly editors. Today that 

appears only rarely. Publishers' Auxiliary also carries 

little that is directly applicable to weeklies, although 

many of its articles have a "how-to" slant that would help 

most newspaper people. Columbia Journalism Review and 

Washington Journalism Review rarely carry a feature story 

about the weekly press. The quarterly Grassroots Press, a 

publication of the International Society of weekly Newspaper 

Editors, focuses on weeklies, and deals primarily with 
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problems, but apparently doesn't recognize journalism 

education as one of those. AEJMC's Journalism Quarterly and 

Newspaper Research Journal rarely report research about 

weekly newspapers, much less journalism education for 

weeklies. 

In addition, the last textbook on community journalism 

was published in 1974 (Albertson 6), and another book on the 

weekly press Grassroots Press never mentions journalism 

education in 188 pages (Sim 1-188). The most current book is 

The Newspaper, a collection of specialized chapters written 

by 28 people for the National Newspaper Association in 1981 

(Albertson 7). 

Lack of General Demographics 

In fact, there is so little information about weeklies, 

that different sources do not agree on basic demographics. 

An idea of the confusion surrounding the community press 

comes when trying to determine the number of papers and 

their circulation and advertising revenues. Different 

publications and organizations may vary as much as 200 

actual publications, and almost a million in circulation 

(Albertson 16). Part of the problem is that weeklies are 

dying and being born rather quickly compared to dailies. In 

addition the increase in shoppers and free publications in 

suburbs confuses the definition of a weekly (Buckley 12). 

The National Newspaper Association, the one trade 

association most closely associated with weekly newspapers, 
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reported it did not know where to find how many people 

worked for weeklies, or what their total advertising revenue 

was 1n 1990--and both are readily available for dailies 

(Simonsen 1). The Public Information Manager of the American 

Newspaper Publisher's Association commented in a letter 

about the lack of information on weeklies: 

Other than the annual statistics provided us by the 
National Newspaper Association ("Facts About Newspapers 
'90"), we know of no comprehensive source for data on 
the more than 7,000 recognized weekly newspapers in the 
United States." (Lorfano 1) 

In all the discussions about the woes of journalism and 

journalism education, weeklies are one aspect of the 

industry virtually ignored. 

Suburban Press Also Ignored 

The lack of research about the community weekly press 

also included the rapidly growing weekly suburban press. 

Charging that suburban newspapers must seem anachronistic to 

historians, James Buckley, in his 1986 dissertation Suburban 

Evangel: Trade Associations and the Emergence of the 

Suburban Newspaper Industry, 1945-1970, cited "the paucity" 

of research literature devoted to the evolution of the 

suburban newspaper industry, and noted that only a few 

researchers even suggest the suburban press is legitimately 

a self-sufficient journalistic and entrepreneurial entity 

( 8 ) • 

Writing about the suburban weekly press, he observed 

how difficult it is to gain information on the press: 
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" .•• the Byzantine character of the suburban press often 

frustrates attempts to make sense of it ... with many 

different classes of editorial content" (Buckley 248). 

Buckley, recognized as the authority on suburban newspapers, 

and recommended as a source of information by the Suburban 

Newspaper Association, admitted in a 1990 telephone 

interview that it was hard to get an accurate count of 

anything about weekly newspapers--their number, their 

revenue, their staffing. He said that even SNA had done 

little to survey the staffing needs and levels of its 

members (Buckley, Interview 1). 

While job opportunities decrease in the daily press, as 

the number of daily newspapers and percentage of readership 

decreases, journalism education ignores a stable weekly 

newspaper job market that is reaching a larger percentage of 

readers every year, according to the ANPA's annual fact 

sheet. Weeklies now have 89 percent of the circulation of 

dailies, compared to just 43 percent in 1970. In 1989, 

weekly circulation hit 55.18 million, doubling in 20 years, 

while the number of weeklies fluctuated from 7,612 in 1970 

to 7,550 in 1990. Daily circulation has been static. Weekday 

circulation was 62.64 million in 1989, compared to 62.1 in 

1970 (ANPA 3,18). 

Despite their numbers, the position of weekly 

newspapers in America is summarized by John Albertson in his 

1986 master's thesis: 

It seems apparent, based upon a survey of the 
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literature and inquiries to publishers, schools of 
journalism and trade organizations, that rural weekly 
newspapers are very nearly the orphans of the fourth 
estate. While all of the institutions of the profession 
devote energy and money to unraveling the mysteries of 
every phase of daily newspapers, indications are that 
very little effort is devoted to the weeklies. (1) 

Daily Influence on Journalism Education 

The daily influence on journalism education was 

illustrated by the makeup of the news-editorial task force 

for the AEJMC Task Force on the Future of Journalism and 

Mass Communication Education in 1989. Of the 28 professional 

journalists on the group, not one represented a weekly 

newspaper (AEJMC A17). 

Buckley's account of how the suburban press has been 

ignored in the journalistic world--trade associations, the 

industry, and journalism education--because of its 

preoccupation with daily newspapers, applies to weekly 

journalism as a whole: 

There appears to be nothing in the traditional view of 
journalism history to suggest the emergence and 
persistence of the suburban press as a separate and 
identifiable part of the newspaper industry. Little 
effort has been made to justify the suburban press as 
an object of serious historical inquiry in an era when 
most of the compelling issues of newspaper scholarship 
have revolved around the more dramatic and visible 
urban press. The history of the newspaper business is 
told usually in terms of the traditional values 
associated with the big city daily. (6) 

In addition, he noted that 

The daily press supplied scholars with criteria ••. for 
judging the historical legitimacy of the suburban 
press. The suburban press has been dismissed for not 
having contributed much to journalism's past relative 
to its numbers and circulation. (Buckley 7) 
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One reason for the lack of information, Buckley believed, 

was "Scholars simply don't easily relate to suburban 

newspapers" (265). He contended that the dispute over the 

legitimacy of the suburbans raised questions still not 

answered, but ignored: Is the suburban press unique? .•• Is it 

different from other forms of mass media? Is it an 

institutional byproduct or major mutation of the newspaper 

industry? Are generalizations about an entire industry safe? 

(266) He concluded that "Journalism historians of the future 

will likely look on the ascendancy of the suburban press as 

an evolutionary milestone in the history of the American 

newspaper industry." (Buckley 265) 

That's assuming they deal with it at all. Many 

journalism history texts manage to "cover'' the 300 year 

history of weekly journalism by merely mentioning William 

Allen White of Kansas, and devoting the rest of the texts to 

a study of the major metropolitan papers and their owners. 

Community Journalism Decline 

Another indication of the lack of emphasis on weekly 

newspapers is the status of what was once called the 

community journalism sequence in journalism schools. The 

decrease in community journalism sequences and courses 

predates the decline in news-editorial enrollment. In 1980 

there were ten community journalism sequences (Q. Wilson 

10). In 1985, only seven were tallied, while in 1990, only 

four were counted (AEJMC 4-48). In fact, the literature is 



www.manaraa.com

26 

sketchy here as well. The annual journalism education survey 

of Ohio State University listed seven such sequences for 

1990, but a review of the AEJMC Directory for that year, 

turned up only four, the accredited program at Arkansas 

State, and at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, 

Tex., at Morehead State in Kentucky, and at Western 

Michigan. This author was the last graduate of the 

University of Iowa community journalism sequence, in 1969. 

The Ohio State survey also showed only 13 community 

journalism majors in 1989, and there were no graduating 

students in the sequences (Becker 4). 

At Arkansas State, the community journalism sequence is 

the journalism department's smallest option, with fewer than 

10 students enrolled in 1991, Chair Joel Gambill said in a 

telephone interview (1). And he added that many news

editorial option students forego community journalism and go 

to work on weeklies anyway. Incidentally, the community 

journalism course itself is taught "only irregularly" at 

Arkansas State because of lack of demand (Gambill 1). The 

University of Missouri's prestigious journalism school, 

founded with a strong weekly background, deleted its 

community journalism sequence in late 1970s (Scott 1). 

Stigma of Weeklies--Problems 

of Perceptions 

If journalism schools are at odds with the daily press 

and its associations, they come under even more harsh fire 
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from weekly newspaper journalists. 

In 1989, Pfister found that Michigan weekly newspaper 

professionals were more dissatisfied with journalism 

education than daily professionals (27). 

A study at St. Cloud State University in 1985 revealed 

that weekly newspapers in Minnesota had not hired one 

journalism graduate in eight years (Albertson 83). 

Albertson, in his 1985 masters' thesis, said the 

problems facing both weeklies and journalism education 

centered around two areas: 

Weekly publishers and editors, based upon literature 
cited and questionnaires used in this study, have had 
little help from journalism schools in research, 
manpower, or understanding. The weeklies are not 
satisfied with the journalism graduates now being 
produced. The schools must overcome the prevalent 
attitude that rural newspapers practice "hick 
journalism" of a quality beneath the dignity of their 
programs and products. (5) 

Problems of Perception 

Perception is a problem for the students in journalism 

education also, the 1991 Colorado convention heard: 

Panelists said students graduate with the impression 
that a weekly newspaper job will not lead to a job at a 
daily or give them the same experience .... students 
think weeklies are "down on the farm" papers, educators 
spend little time teaching "weekly orientation," and 
daily editors sometimes carry prejudices against hiring 
from the weekly newspapers. (Wyatt 12) 

Bill Winter of the American Press Institute, agreed 

that there is a weekly "stigma," arguing that although some 

educators might deny it, large universities would rather 

present accreditation people with a list of graduates 
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working at metro dailies than at weeklies, putting weeklies 

1n a political disadvantage for getting new graduates to 

work for them (Wyatt 13). 

Buckley reported that suburban publishers had 

complained for years that journalism schools had generally 

ignored what they were trying to do editorially. But the 

image of the suburban press hurt, critics contended, given 

what they assumed were the traditional editorial 

shortcomings of the suburban press. Suburban publishers were 

told that if they showed an interest in producing a quality 

editorial product, journalism schools across the country 

would rush to help them (Buckley 165). They were urged to 

offer college graduates better opportunities for high 

professional performance (Buckley 165). 

Based on that advice, they turned to Northern Illinois 

University, 60 miles west of Chicago, for research and help. 

Apparently however, the journalism schools didn't rush in, 

and while Northern Illinois publishes the Grassroots Editor, 

it has no specific program for suburban weeklies (Buckley 

256) . 

Perceptions Affect Employment 

Albertson contended that perceptions in college may 

affect job hunting: 

Part of the reason for the relatively small number of 
graduates going to the weeklies may be the feedback 
they receive in college that the "real world" of print 
journalism is in the dailies. "Staffers and editors of 
non-dailies are regarded as second-class journalistic 
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editor who is now a journalism teacher. (70) 

Another factor cited by Albertson was that journalism 

schools may give the impression that there are simply not 

many jobs available in weeklies (79). 

The paradox of ignoring weeklies even though they may 

be where the jobs may be was noted in a 1980 survey of 366 

daily and 300 weekly newspapers: 

29 

... while many journalism programs at worst snub and 
ridicule weekly newspapers and ignore their special 
training requirements, this survey indicates that 
perhaps three times as many young journalism graduates 
are being hired by weeklies as by the daily newspapers. 
(Mills 12) 

The 1991 Colorado Press Association survey showed that 

while the state has far more weekly newspapers than dailies, 

the dailies hired almost twice as many journalism school 

graduates as non-journalism school graduates out of 525 new 

hires, although 82 percent had at least one to three years' 

experience. About 40 percent of the weeklies new hires were 

journalism graduates with less than a year's experience. The 

total number of weekly hires was not reported (Wyatt 13). In 

Ohio State's 1988 survey, Becker reported that weeklies 

employed only 5.6 percent of that year's journalism school 

graduates (Becker 4). 

The disparity between graduates working for dailies and 

weeklies was great in 1982, and despite the lack of 

research, there is little to indicate the situation has 

improved. In 1982, 2,200 graduates went to work on dailies, 

and only 800 on weeklies (Genovese 45). 
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Albertson found that only 50 percent of weekly 

journalism editors in the three-state area had degrees, and 

not all of those were journalism degrees (76). Publishers in 

those three states outlined three reasons more editors 

didn't have degrees: "Sixteen publishers say they cannot 

afford to hire college journalists, thirteen say they don't 

apply, and thirteen say they are not trained for 

weeklies ... " (Albertson 78). 

Where the Jobs Are 

However weeklies are a growing employment source for 

students. Byron Scott, chair of the news-editorial 

department at the University of Missouri, which no longer 

has a community journalism sequence, noted in a telephone 

interview that the suburban weeklies in St. Louis, for 

instance, probably hire six journalism graduates for every 

one hired by the St. Louis Post Dispatch (1). 

The problem of what to do with weekly newspapers in the 

journalism education curriculum was summarized by Gilbert 

L. Fowler Jr., of Arkansas State University in Journalism 

Educator in 1983: 

Like many schools of journalism, Arkansas State 
University has found it difficult to serve both daily 
and weekly newspapers in a single academic program. The 
dilemma of producing a curriculum that is specialized 
enough to train students in the necessary skills for 
daily newspaper reporting and yet is flexible enough 
for students who will work on a weekly newspaper--with 
the "jack-of-all-trades" concept of being 
simultaneously the editor, circulation and advertising 
manager, and production supervisor--is more than a 
single program can hope to accomplish. (39) 
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He also outlined the emphasis on daily newspapers that 

most journalism schools have: 

... our school, like many others, has had the tendency 
to tailor our program toward the larger daily press. 
This has probably occurred for several reasons. 
Academia tends to hire professionals with expertise on 
the larger, seemingly more prestigious, newspapers. 
Also, available texts frequently used in journalism 
have been authored by those who have worked in the 
metro-press. Perhaps, too, there is a tendency to 
daydream and see the huge metro as the end goal of all 
journalism students ...• (Fowler 39) 

An optimistic evaluation of education for community 

journalism carne out of a 1979 Association for Education in 

Journalism survey which found five schools with sequences, 

and 50 schools or departments "recognizing its growing 

importance'' (Q. Wilson 9). The study found that 20 schools 

reported teaching a community journalism sequence, and that 

12 would offer a course if "faculty and funds become 

available" (Q. Wilson 9). Currently however, of the five 

universities that had sequences in 1979, three no longer 

have them, according to the AEJMC 1990 Directory (4-48). 

There appears to be a widening chasm between journalism 

schools and community newspapers, and both probably 

contribute to the problem, according to some experts, 

Albertson found (83). He argued that schools may be giving 

students the wrong impressions about weeklies, but that 

weeklies have done little to support journalism schools or 

encourage students to come to the weeklies (Albertson 83). 
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Do Weeklies Need Specialized Curriculum? 

AEJMC executive secretary Quintus Wilson in 1973 noted 

one practice that probably characterizes the way most 

journalism schools are dealing with weeklies--integration 

into existing courses: "Twenty administrators contend that, 

at their institutions, problems related to community 

journalism are discussed and integrated into Newspaper 
' . 

Management and other courses" (9). He also noted that 33 

schools and departments opposed community sequences, and 

quoted respondents, whose viewpoints which may be typical of 

the majority today: "We would hope our general journalism 

majors receive broad enough training to work on any 

newspaper" (10). 

That statement summarizes a recurring conflict of 

opinion in journalism education. Does the general newspaper 

emphasis, news-editorial sequence, or whatever it is called, 

adequately prepare students to work on weeklies, or is 

specialized training necessary? 

Fowler noted that there was a great deal of overlap in 

the basic entry-level skills needed by any journalist, but 

that there also are considerable differences in the end 

products needed by the big daily and the weekly press 

(Fowler 39). 

Among the areas the task force recommended instruction 

in was management, and Buckley, in a telephone conversation. 

said he believed that journalism schools ''must" put in a 
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management element to meet the needs of weeklies, suburban 

or rural (Buckley 1). 

The need for special training for rural weeklies was 

summarized by Albertson: 

... a major obstacle to finding qualified newsroom 
personnel for the rural weeklies seems to be the wide 
range of skills publishers expect from journalists and 
the lack of glamour in rural weekly journalism. (32) 

In 1981, Neale Copple, the dean of the University of 

Nebraska journalism school, agreed: "No longer is it 

editorial vs. the backshop. Now the newsroom is the backshop 

(Copple 5) . 

Arkansas State adopted the community journalism program 

after working with weekly journalists in the state, and the 

program departed from the standard news-ed core by adding 

"almost a minor" in business and economics, said Joel 

Gambill, department chairman, in a telephone interview (1). 

Albertson concluded that college journalism programs 

generally are not encouraging students to consider careers 

on weeklies, and are not preparing them to work there 

because the programs have become too specialized. But he 

also blamed community newspaper publishers for not working 

with the schools, and for offering the pay and benefits 

necessary to attract graduates (98.) Considering the overall 

picture in the three states, Albertson wrote that "Rural 

weekly newspapers and academia seem to be drawing farther 

apart at a time when each faces increasing challenges in 

marketing its products. A renewed partnership could be 
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valuable for both" (Albertson iv). 

Commenting on the lack of emphasis on weekly newspapers 

in higher education, one panelist told the 1991 Colorado 

convention: 

Journalism students are startled when I tell them there 
is a great experience to be had on a good weekly. I get 
phone calls from these students asking where these 
newspapers are. They should get that kind of counseling 
in the schools. (Wyatt 12) 

Buckley's dissertation chronicled the history of the 

Suburban Newspaper Association as a product designed to 

improve the image of the suburban press to enhance its 

ability to attract national and chain advertising away from 

dailies (234). 

Part of that overall mission, based on the assumption 

of a poor journalistic image of the suburban press, by 

advertisers at least, concentrated on improving its news 

product. At that stage, the SNA began working with Northern 

Illinois University. 

Buckley noted that research "developed new ideas for 

reporting suburban life that had not been treated in 

standard journalism textbooks"(234). Northern Illinois 

advised SNA how to improve its members' editorial content 

quality by attracting college graduates: 

(SNA education committee chairman Robert) Paddock hoped 
NIU research and teaching program would stimulate 
student interest in suburban journalism and prepare 
reporters for careers in the suburban field. (Buckley 
235) ' 

The implication was clear--traditional journalism news 

editorial programs were not doing the job. Long range plans 
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called on NIU to bring together the resources and talents of 

its journalism department, other academic disciplines and 

outside experts to address the problems and challenges of 

the suburban press. Buckley addressed the problem of 

journalism education only within the context of what it 

would do to help suburban weeklies improve their economic 

strength. 

Changing Times and Changing Needs 

While the suburban press is significantly different 

from the rural weekly, it shared some common problems: lack 

of respect among advertising and trade associations and in 

journalism schools, and a fight for survival in attracting 

advertising, as well as a need for plenty of local news 

coverage to attract readers. 

The need for trained journalists was apparent, Buckley 

wrote: 

It carne to no surprise to the suburban newspaper 
industry that the key to community acceptance was the 
editorial content itself. There was a trend toward 
sophistication--requiring commitment to technology and 
management techniques. Product development required 
above all else more competent editors and reporters and 
better news and feature material. (140) 

The problem of changing population bases was one common 

problem of both rural and suburban weeklies, as Buckley 

noted: 

The synopsis showed newcomers not taking the 
established paper, not interested, using stores but not 
taking the paper, or being involved in local 
activities--they were strangers in a strange community. 
In many cases, one of the strangest things they 
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encountered was the hometown weekly. (46) 

The need for trained journalists on weeklies was 

underlined by Albertson: " ... there is ample evidence that 

rural communities are changing rapidly; and, .•. the 

communities are changing in some alarming ways for the 

future of weeklies"(72). Those threats were primarily people 

reading less, younger residents, commuters living in the 

community less interested in news--all weakening the ties 

between residents and the community (Albertson 74). 

If neglected by the industry as a whole and by 

journalism schools, however, rural weekly newspapers are not 

neglected by their readers. A 1978 Louisiana study of rural 

residents found that they rely on weekly newspapers more 

than daily newspapers as a source of local information 

(Winford 2). 

Weeklies Increasingly Share 

Dailies' Concerns 

Genovese summed up the changes affecting the weekly 

press: 

Weeklies have become a not-so-distinguishable branch of 
the newspaper-business tree .... Today's weekly ... is 
typically owned by a group, printed by the offset press 
and edited by someone who is college trained--not 
necessarily in journalism--and probably putting out a 
very presentable-looking product ..•. (Presstime 42) 

But except for rare feature articles in trade 

publications, these and other weekly newspaper problems are 

just ignored (Genovese 43). 
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Weekly newspapers are changing, breaking out of the 

stereotype of the rickety, rural Morn and Pop operation 

typical of the early years in the century. One study of 

changes 1n 81 Minnesota weeklies in 1986 summarized that 

change: 

Today's weekly newspaper no longer fits that picture, 
especially if it is located in a fast-growing suburban 
area. The paper is likely to be part of a group of 
publications owned by a small corporation .•.• Across the 
country, the weekly newspaper seems to have encountered 
great changes in circulation, competition, ownership 
and technology. (Guenther 863) 

Another indication of the change takini place at 

weeklies is their increased marketability. They are becoming 

attractive newspaper properties for chains and investors 

because of their growth and profitability--and those 

characteristics are results of weeklies' peculiar hold on 

their readers measured by growing circulation (Rykken 21). 

While the strength of the weekly is local news and high 

readership, Rykken cited problems however, especially in 

hiring qualified news staff, those with journalism degrees: 

"Few journalism students look upon weeklies as a desireable 

place to start their careers ... " (Rykken 24). 

Conclusion 

The literature suggests two sides to the same argument 

about educating journalists for weeklies. 

One viewpoint will continue to argue that journalism 

education is journalism education; that what is good 

journalism is good journalism; that news-editorial 
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journalism prepares a student to work on both daily and 

weekly newspapers, especially now that there is more 

similarity between their needs. 

The other viewpoint is that since they are prospering 

and increasing in influence, the industry and journalism 

schools should pay more attention to weeklies' particular 

needs because that's where most graduates may find jobs. 

38 

The Colorado convention panelists didn't agree on 

whether there should be a "weekly orientation" in the 

journalism curricula, some arguing for it, and others, 

including Haiman, claiming there is no difference in how 

reporting, editing, and other basics should be taught (Wyatt 

13). The questions remain unanswered. 

The literature shows that weekly newspapers are largely 

ignored by trade associations and journalism schools, 

partially as a result of a daily newspaper mindset and 

domination in both the industry and in influencing 

journalism schools. Part of the problem with weeklies is 

perception, and part of the problem belongs to the weeklies, 

especially because of their traditional low pay, but dailies 

increasingly are not hiring new journalism school graduates. 

Weekly newspapers are growing in influence and economic 

strength in America, and may develop into the leading 

employers of new news-editorial graduates. As indicated by 

the lack of research and solid demographic data about weekly 

newspapers, journalism schools, along with the newspaper 

industry, just don't seem to know what to do about them. 
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Forty years ago, Wilbur Schramm and Merritt Ludwig 

noted that "The extraordinary hold which weekly newspapers 

have on their readers and the important part these papers 

play in socializing their communities have long been 

recognized" (Schramm 301). 

Perhaps, but the recognition 1s apparently not by 

journalism schools, or those most affecting journalism 

schools and their curricula. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY 

General 

Chapter three provides information on the research 

process and methodology used to gather and assess the data 

for the study, an assessment of journalism curriculum 

related to weekly newspapers. The hypotheses, research 

questions, and variables to be considered will be described, 

as well as the population and sample. The survey instrument, 

including the cover letter, will be described, explained and 

justified in detail. The chapter will also include plans for 

tabulating and analyzing the data. 

The research methodology to be used is a mail survey, 

which will include an initial questionnaire with two follow

up mailings. The population is the 89 four-year colleges and 

universities in the United States that have journalism 

programs accredited by the Accredititng Council on Education 

ln Journalism and Mass Communication (ACEJMC 73) The list 

of institutions surveyed appears in Appendix A. The study 

thus includes those journalism programs recognized as 

meeting academic and industry standards for effective 

journalism education because they serve as a standard and 

model for other programs. Accordingly, those institutions 

40 
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that only offer elective courses in journalism, or a program 

of study that doesn't meet the accreditation standards of 

the ACEJMC are not included. Although many institutions have 

more than one person who teaches news-editorial courses each 

year, one respondent from each institution was chosen to 

respond to the questionnaire. 

Procedure 

The cover letter and questionnaire were pretested by 

doctoral mass communication students and journalism 

professors for their comments on the content and clarity of 

the instrument. 

The cover letter, questionnaire and postage-paid return 

envelope were mailed to the director or chairman of the 

journalism school/department of the 89 institutions in the 

study population on March 15, 1991. 

A log was maintained to indicate when questionnaires 

were mailed, when follow-up mailings were made and when the 

responses were received. A follow up mailing consisting of a 

cover letter and the questionnaire was mailed April 3, 

shortly after the April 1 deadline stated in the original 

cover letter, and questionnaires not received by April 16 

were not included in the survey. 

The Survey Instrument 

The survey instrument was a three-page mail 

questionnaire forwarded by cover letter to the journalism 
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school directors or department chairs of the 89 accredited 

institutions. The cover letter asked that the top 

administrator, or the person most knowledgeable about the 

news-editorial sequence, complete the questionnaire. 

Content of Cover Letter 
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The cover letter was printed on the letterhead of 

Central State University Journalism Department, where the 

author is department chairman, to enhance the rate of 

return. Each letter was addressed by a mail-merge program to 

the specific administrator named in the 1990 AEJMC 

Directory, and signed by the author, as chairman of the 

department, all for the same reason. 

The cover letter contained: 

a. The letter forwards a questionnaire that asks for 

information and attitudes about the place of weekly 

newspapers 1n the news-editorial instruction at that 

institution. 

b. The survey is a part of a doctoral dissertation 

concerned with journalism education. 

c. The survey should be given to and completed by the 

faculty person most knowledgeable about the content of news

editorial courses. 

d. Cooperation is urged. Failure to complete and return 

the survey by the deadline will detract from the value of 

the study for journalism educators. 

e. The survey should be returned within 14 days in the 
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addressed, postage-paid envelope included with the cover 

letter and survey. 
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g. Institutional and personal anonymity will be 

assured. All data will be reported in aggregate. The code 

number will be used only for keeping track of responses; it 

will be removed upon receipt of the completed survey. 

h. Questions about the survey should be addressed to: 

Terry M. Clark, Department of Journalism, Central State 

University, Edmond, OK 73034; 405-341-2980, ext. 5122. 

The revised cover letter in the second mailing 

acknowledged administrators' busy schedules, but it also 

emphasized the importance of the study as well as the 

individual's participation in the study. Deadlines will be 

emphasized. 

A copy of the cover letter is contained in Appendix B. 

A copy of the follow-up letter is contained in Appendix C. 

Content of the Questionnaire 

A copy of the questionnaire is contained in Appendix D. 

The questionnaire is organized into two sections: 

Section I: Likert scale items to assess attitudes. 

Section II: Demographics and information on the 

place of weekly newspaper instruction in the news

editorial program and department in general. 

a. Instructions and code number. Basic instructions 

precede the questionnaire. The code number was used to keep 

track of responses and to indicate when follow-up mailing 
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was necessary. When a completed survey was received, the 

code number was removed to assure participants' anonymity. 

Section I: Likert Scale Statements 

This section will help identify attitudes of faculty 

members toward weekly newspapers and their place in the 

journalism curriculum. This section will collect information 

concerning the extent to which faculty members in the news-

editorial sequence agree with the following statements, 

that: 

a. fl separate course in community journalism should be 

included in the curriculum. ---

b. Preparation for working on weekly newspapers is 

adequately covered in our existing news-editorial sequence. 

c. Weekly newspapers are not an important job market 

for our graduates. 

d. Weekly newspapers are a valuable training field for 

internships. 

e. The role weekly newspapers ~ in American 

journalism today is insignificant as far as journalism 

education is concerned. 

f. Generally the quality of weekly journalism in 

relation to journalism is inferior. 

g. Generally, our journalism students consider weekly 

journalism inferior to daily journalism as a career choice. 

h. Weekly newspapers are generally ignored in news-

editorial courses. 
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1. Journalism graduates with coursework in community 

,journalism have an advantage in the ,job marketplace over 

news-editorial graduates without the coursework. 

j. A_ lac~ of room for additional require<i co_ur_~es in 

the curriculum is an obstacle to increased instruction for 

commu~_ity iQurnalism. 
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k. Instructors' lack of background in communitv 

journalism is an obstacle to increased emphasis on community 

j_Q_ur_nal ism. 

Section II: Demographics and information on 

the place of weekly newspaper instruction 

in the news-editorial program 

Responses to these items will aid in determining the 

extent of education related to weekly newspapers in the 

news-editorial sequences. They will also give data on the 

programs in general, and the professional background of the 

faculty. In addition, they form the basis for comparison 

with attitudes measured by the Likert scale items. 

a. Number of vears experience respondent has on daily 

or weekly newspaper, or wire service. This information is 

necessary to make a comparison of respondents' attitudes 

toward weekly newspapers and their importance to journalism 

education, as well as the importance of including weeklies 

in news-editorial education. 

b. Number of journalism faculty the insitution has. 

c. Number of facultv teaching in the news-editorial 



www.manaraa.com

sequence. These two items are important to show possible 

relationship between size of the program and amount of 

emphasis put on weekly newspapers. Part-time and full time 

faculty will be tabulated. 
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d. Number of news-editorial faculty with experience on 

newspapers. This will be tabulated for both weekly and daily 

newspapers. These answers are important because they are at 

the crux of much of the controversy surrounding journalism 

education today. They also are important for examining the 

possible relationships between types of media experience and 

the amount of emphasis placed on weekly newspapers. 

e. What is the total enrollment of the journalism 

program in terms of majors. This will be tabulated into 

three categories; small (less than 400; medium (401-800): 

and large (Over 800). 

f. How many majors are enrolled in news-editorial 

study. Both of these items are important because size of the 

program may be compared with possible emphasis on weekly 

newspapers. 

g. Whether the program includes ~community newspaper 

sequence. This is important because the AEJMC Directory only 

lists four such programs, compared to 10 listed five years 

ago (4-48). It is important to accurately define the extent 

of community journalism education. 

h. What courses are required for the community 

journalism sequence that differentiate it from the news

editorial sequence. 
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i. How many majors are enrolled in community 

iournalism. 

j. Whether the program offers~ specific course in 

community journalism. Again, each of these items is 

important to accurately describe the extent of community 

journalism education. 

k. Whether the community journalism teacher has 

experience in weekly newspapers. This is important because 

of the value put on media experience by ACEJMC, journalism 

educators and the newspaper industry. 
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1. Whether the community journalism course is required 

in the news-editorial sequence. This item would help 

indicate importance of weekly newspaper coursework within 

framework of the news-editorial sequence. 

m. Apart from any courses with weekly newspapers as 

their focus lif ~. approximate amount of time respondent 

devotes to teaching about weekly newspapers in the news

editorial classes. This is important, since it will indicate 

how much emphasis is placed on weekly newspapers in the 

existing curriculum. It will also be a point of comparison 

with those programs with specific community journalism 

courses. 

n. Estimate of amount of time devoted to weekly 

newspapers Qy other news-editorial instructors. This item 

will help broaden the scope of the answer to the previous 

question, to indicate emphasis put on weekly newspapers in 

the existing curriculum. 
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o. ~ ranking of the areas of instruction news-editorial 

programs need to place more emphasis on to prepare students 

for weekly newspapers. This is important because it will 

indicate possible areas of weakness in the news-editorial 

sequence related to weeklies. It will also be a point of 

comparison with the amount of class time the respondent 

reports devoting to teaching about weeklies, as well as the 

background of the respondent. 

p. ~ ranking of reasons the respondent believes hinder 

weeklies from hiring more journalism graduates. 

q. ~ ranking of reasons the respondent believes 

journalism schools ignore weekly newspapers in coursework. 

Respondent ranks the top three. Both of these items are 

important because they will help compare respondent's 

opinions with the rest of the population. 

r. How many of last year's news-editorial graduates are 

working for daily or weeklY newspapers, working outside 

newspapers, or are unemployed. These answers are important 

because they indicate success and relevance of the 

journalism program. They will also becomes a source of 

comparison with graduates working for dailies and weeklies. 

It also would facilitate comparisons between success of 

teaching for weekly newspapers through the pervasive method 

and specific courses. Answers also will indicate job market 

conditions and perhaps show need to direct students toward 

work on weekly newspapers. 

s. What respondent believes to be main obstacles to 
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journalism schools putting more emphasis on weeklies. Open

ended question allows respondent to list factors not covered 

by other survey questions. This is important for future 

study. 

Analysis 

A purpose of this study is to gather information about 

the nature and extent of emphasis on weekly newspapers 

provided by news-editorial educators at ACEJMC accredited 

colleges and universities. As an assessment, much of the 

analysis is descriptive only. 

Items 12 through 25 of Section II will be tabulated as 

demographic data to form the basis for the assessment. 

Responses to numbers 26 through 30 will add perspective to 

the study. Responses to Section I, Likert scale items, will 

also be tabulated. However, these items will form the basis 

for several comparisons of particular interest, especially 

related to demographic data from Section II: 

a. Extent of time spent on weekly newspapers as a 

function of experience of the educator. It is hypothesized 

that educators with experience on weekly newspapers will 

spend more time teaching about weekly newspapers that those 

educators with experience on daily newspapers. Complex Chi

square statistical tests will be used here to determine 

significance and strength of the relationships. 

b. Attitudes toward weekly newspapers and their place 

in the news-editorial curriculum as ~ function of the 
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background of the respondent. It is hypothesized that 

respondents with experience in weekly newspapers will be 

more receptive to including community journalism in the 

curriculum, as opposed to those with daily newspaper 

experience who will believe news-editorial coursework is 

sufficient to prepare students for weekly work. It is also 

hypothesized that those educators with daily newspaper 

experience will have a lower opinion of weekly newspapers, 

and the need for separate community journalism instruction-

as indicated in responses to the Likert scale items--than 

those with weekly newspaper experience. The differences 

between these various groups will be examined to determine 

supportability of the hypotheses. Complex Chi-square and 

simple Chi-square tests will be used to test for significant 

difference. 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 

Characteristics of Program Respondents 

Of the 89 accredited journalism institutions in the 

sample, 78 responded to the initial survey and the follow-up 

mailing, for an overall response rate of 87.6 percent. 

Of the 78 respondents to the survey, 23 (29.5 percent) 

reported experience working on daily newspapers; only five 

(6.4 percent) reported experience working on weekly 

newspapers; and 45 (57.7) percent, reported experience on 

both daily and weekly newspapers. One (1.3 percent) reported 

experience only on wire services. Four did not indicate 

their media experience. 

For purposes of comparison, journalism programs were 

divided by total number of majors enrolled, into small 

(fewer than 400); medium (401-800); and large (more than 

800). Thirty-seven of the respondents (47.4 percent) were 

from small programs; 26 (33.3 percent) from medium-sized; 

and 14 (17.9 percent) from large. One respondent left the 

question blank. 

Specifically, 71 respondents listed total news

editorial enrollment as ranging from 20 to 600 majors, with 

a mean of 128 majors, although the wide range of enrollment 

51 
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is indicated by a standard deviation of 92.712. There were 

seven respondents who left the item blank. The total news

editorial enrollment reported by respondents was 9,264, 

although it was apparent from marginal notes several 

respondents were estimating rather than reporting exact 

figures. Seventy-eight respondents reported total full-time 

journalism faculty ranging from one to 58, and the mean was 

14.4, with a standard deviation of 9.00. 

Seventy-six respondents reported the number of faculty 

members teaching full-time in the news-editorial sequence at 

531, and ranging from one to 38, with a mean of 6.987. A 

majority of programs, 45, reported from three to six 

faculty. Fifteen programs (19.2 percent) reported three 

faculty; 10 programs (12.8 percent) reported four faculty; 

11 programs (13.8 percent) reported five faculty; and nine 

programs (11.5 percent) reported six faculty. 

Numbers of part-time faculty were impossible to 

accurately compile because respondents reported wide use of 

adjuncts and graduate assistants. In addition respondents 

reported the numbers of part-time faculty varying greatly 

from semester to semester. Also impossible to accurately 

determine from responses were the number of news-editorial 

faculty with daily, weekly, combined and wire experience. 

Responses were haphazard, with some 17 blanks, and others 

answered with "All of them," or check marks. 

Only two programs (2.6 percent) reported having 

community journalism sequences, and there were two non-
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responses to this item. Those two programs reported 12 

majors and 100 majors. Eighteen programs (23.1 percent) 

offered a community journalism course, although several 

commented it was offered on an irregular basis, and there 

were five non-responses. Of the programs offering a 

community journalism course, 17 were taught by an instructor 

with weekly newspaper experience; only one of the programs 

required the course as part of the news-editorial sequence. 

Assessment of Community Journalism 

Education 

Respondents reported spending little time teaching 

about weekly newspapers in their news-editorial classes. 

Seventy percent spent less than 10 percent of class time 

teaching specifically about weekly newspapers. Twenty-five 

(32.1 percent) spent less than five percent of their time 

teaching about weekly newspapers; 30 (38.5 percent) spent 

from five to 10 percent; 12 (15.4 percent) spent from 11 to 

20 percent; four (5.1 percent) from 21 to 30 percent; and 

one (1.3 percent), more than 30 percent. There were six non-

responses. 

Respondents' estimate of the amount of time spent 

teaching about weekly newspapers by other news-editorial 

instructors was similar. Seventy-two percent estimated other 

instructors spent less than 10 percent of their time 

teaching specifically about weekly newspapers. Thirty-three 

(42.3 percent) estimated less than five percent of class 
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time was spent by other instructors; 23 (29.5 percent) 

estimated from five to 10 percent; 12 (15.4 percent), from 

11 to 20 percent; two (2.6 percent), from 21 to 30; and one 

(1.3 percent), more than 30 percent. There were seven non-

responses. 

Asked to rank the top three areas of instruction news-

editorial programs should place more emphasis on for better 

preparation for weekly newspaper careers, respondents 

favored editing, management, advertising and local 

government. Table I indicates the frequency of 

recommendations. 

TABLE I 

RESPONDENTS' MOST FREQUENT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTION FOR WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 

Subject First Choice Second Choice Third Choice 

Editing 16 4 6 
Management 10 5 6 
Advertising 7 10 6 
Local Gov't. 5 13 5 
No Additional 
Courses Needed 24 

Total 

26 
21 
23 
23 

Editing received 16 first-place votes, four second-place 

votes, and six third-place votes. Management received 10 

first-place votes, five-second place votes, and 16 third-



www.manaraa.com

55 

place votes. Advertising received seven first-place votes, 

10 second-place, and six third-place, while local government 

received five first-place votes, 13 second-place votes, and 

5 third-place votes. However, 24 respondents indicated they 

didn't believe any extra courses were needed, and four left 

the question blank. 

Table II indicates the way respondents ranked the top 

three reasons they believed that weeklies don't hire more 

journalism graduates, with low pay the main reason. 

TABLE II 

RESPONDENTS' MOST FREQUENT REASONS WEEKLIES 
DON'T HIRE MORE JOURNALISM GRADUATES 

Subject First Choice Second Choice Third Choice 

Low Pay 55 9 3 
Poor Image 7 17 16 
Lack of 
Advancement 4 21 18 
Lack of Job 
Opportunity 4 10 9 

Total 

67 
40 

43 

23 
-----------------------------------------------------------

A total of 67 respondents, 88 percent of the total, believed 

low pay was one of the top three reasons weeklies don't hire 

more journalism graduates. Fifty-five respondents ranked 

lower pay as the main reason, 9 listed it as the second 

reason, and three listed it as the third reason. Seven 
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respondents believed the poor image of weekly newspapers was 

the main reason, 17 listed it as the second reason, and 16 

listed it as the third reason. Lack of job opportunites 

brought four first-place rankings, 10 second-place, and 9 

third-place. Lack of potential for advancement also had four 

first-place rankings, 21 second-place and 18 third-place. 

Only one respondent listed lack of educational preparation 

as the first reason; four listed it as the second reason, 

and one as the third. 

Eight respondents listed other reasons for first, 

second and third choices. Not all respondents ranked three 

choices--some just used check marks, or ranked one or two 

opinions--and there were five who left the question blank. 

As Table III shows, those who indicated "other" for a reason 

put most of the blame on weekly newspapers. 

TABLE III 

REASONS GIVEN AS OTHER FACTORS WEEKLIES 
DON'T HIRE MORE JOURNALISM GRADUATES 

--"A lack of initiative by weeklies." 
--"Weeklies are crying for our graduates, we can't fill 

the requests, but the pay is low." 
--"Weeklies are more likely to hire part time people 

from the community regardless of journalism training." 
--"Location, not that many students want to work in 

areas serviced by weeklies." 
--"Too little promotion by weeklies." 
--"Failure to offer paid internships." 
--"Fewer jobs available at weeklies." 
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Respondents ranked the image of the poor journalistic 

quality of the weekly press as the main reason journalism 

schools generally ignore the weekly press in coursework, as 

Table IV indicates. 

Subject 

TABLE IV 

RESPONDENTS' MOST FREQUENT REASONS JOURNALISM 
SCHOOLS GENERALLY IGNORE WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 

First Choice Second Choice Third Choice Total 
------------------------------------------------------------
Poor Image 17 15 6 38 
Lack of Job 
Opportunity 15 9 7 31 
Lack of Faculty 
Background 6 5 9 20 
Lack of Weekly 
Interest 3 10 6 19 
Lack of 
Information 3 5 5 13 
Other 22 2 3 27 

Thirty-eight respondents ranked the poor image of the weekly 

press as one of the top three reasons. Seventeen ranked that 

reason as their first; 15 picked it as the second reason, 

and nine ranked it third. Fifteen respondents ranked the 

lack of job opportunities in the weekly press as the main 

reason; while nine ranked that reason second, and seven 

ranked it third. Lack of interest by the weekly press was 

ranked first by three respondents; second by 10 and third by 
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s1x. Lack of faculty background in the weekly press drew six 

first-place rankings, five second-places, and nine third-

places. Lack of information about the weekly press was 

ranked first three times, and also received five second- and 

third-place rankings. 

Table V indicates the ''other reasons" respondents cited 

for journalism schools generally ignore weekly newspapers. 

TABLE V 

REASONS GIVEN AS OTHER FACTORS WHY JOURNALISM 
SCHOOLS IGNORE WEEKLIES IN COURSEWORK 

Instruction should be identical: 
--"What you need to know to ~ork on a weekly is not 

viewed as that much different from what you need to work on 
a daily." 

--"Weeklies are considered to be subsumed in study of 
dailies." 

--"They assume that reporting is the same for weeklies 
and dailies." 

--"Why should I be teaching something beside sound 
newsreporting and writing?" 

--"The trend is away from media specific preparation." 
--"So much of training is the same for daily and 

weekly." 
--"There is no need to teach anything but good 

journalism, it applies to both." 
--"Reporting, editing, writing is basically the same 

for a daily or weekly." 

Interests of the students: 
--"Mind-set favoring dailies by students." 
--"Lack of interest in weeklies by students." 
--"Lack of student interest in career in weeklies. 

Increasing urbanization: 
--"We are in urban market with 16 dailies within reach 
of public transit system. 

"Journalism schools in non-metro settings may not 
ignore weeklies." 
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TABLE V (Continued) 

Lack of materials: 
--"Limited material at undergraduate level which 

applied only to weeklies." 

Faculty attitudes: 
"The faculty believes weeklies ought to be real 

newspapers, and thus they are treated differently from 
dailies." 

Twenty-two respondents, in Table V, ranked other reasons 

first; two ranked other reasons second, and three ranked 

other reasons third. Of the other reasons, 11 respondents 

cited "poor pay" as the major reason. Not all respondents 

ranked three choices--some just using check marks, or 

ranking one or two opinions--and 12 left the item blank. 
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Among the other reasons cited, several believed there should 

be no difference in the instruction. 

Respondents' estimations of last year's news-editorial 

employment varied greatly, with 30 respondents leaving the 

question blank. Others rendered answers in numbers, 

percentages and fractions. For purposes of tabulation, the 

answers were converted to percentages. The mean response 

estimated 44 percent of the graduates working for daily 

newspapers; 17.9 percent working for weekly newspapers; 35.5 

percent working outside newspapers; and 12 percent 

unemployed or attending graduate school. 
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Faculty Attitudes Toward Weekly Newspapers 

and the Newspapers' Place in 

News-Editorial Curriculum 

60 

In measuring respondents' attitudes toward the weekly 

press, and its importance in the journalism curriculum, 

respondents' professional experience was noted. In 

comparisons between those with daily and weekly experience, 

using cpmplex Chi-squares, with 10 of the 11 5-point Likert 

scale questions, no significant statistical relationships 

were found. Many of the cells had a frequency of less than 

5, but when simple Chi-squares were run on those cells with 

sufficient numbers, there was still no statistical 

significance discovered. For each of the following tables, 

the range of values for responses is from 1 to 5, with a "1" 

representing "strongly agree" and a "5" representing 

"strongly disagree." "SA" means "strongly agree," "A" means 

"agree," "U" means "undecided," "D" means "disagree," and 

"SD" means "strongly disagree. 

Table VI, on the next page, compares respondents' 

agreement with the statement that the a separate community 

journalism course should be included in the curriculum, 

based on their professional experience on either daily or 

weekly newspapers, or with combined experience. Of 73 

responses, 62 percent either disagreed or strongly disagreed 

with the need for a separate community journalism course. 

Twelve percent were undecided and 26 percent agreed with the 
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statement. On the five-point scale, mean response was 

3.4658, showing the general disagreement with the statement. 

There was no significant difference among respondents with 

daily, weekly or combined experience (Chi-square of 12.77 at 

the 95 percent confidence level). 

TABLE VI 

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT THAT A SEPARATE 
COURSE IN COMMUNITY (WEEKLY) JOURNALISM SHOULD BE 

INCLUDED IN THE CURRICULUM OF THIS INSTITUTION 

Opinion Dly Wkly Both All 

SA 3 (13%) 1 (20~) 1 ( 3%) 5 (7%) 
A 5 (22%) 0 (0%) 9 (20%) 14 (19%) 
u 3 (13%) 1 (20%) 5 ( 11%) 9 (12%) 
D 10 (43%) 1 (20%) 21 (46%) 32 (43%) 
SD 2 (9%) 2 (40%) 9 (20%) 14 (19%) 
Total 23 (100%) 5 (100%) 41 (100%) 73 (100%) 
Mean 3. 13 3.60 3.62 3.46 

Table VII, on the next page, shows that respondents, 

based on their professional experience on either daily or 

weekly newspapers, or with combined experience, tended to 

agree with the statement that preparation for working on 

weekly newspapers is adequately covered in existing news-

editorial courses. Of 74 responses, 69 percent agreed or 

strongly agreed with the statement that preparation for 

working on weekly newspapers is adquately covered in 
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existing news-editorial sequences. Eight percent were 

undecided and 23 percent disagreed. On the five-point scale, 

mean response was 2.3836, showing general agreement. There 

was no significant difference between respondents according 

to their professional experience (Chi-square of 6.22 at the 

95 percent confidence level). 

TABLE VII 

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT THAT PREPARATION 
FOR WORKING ON WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS IS ADEQUATELY COVERED 

IN EXISTING NEWS-EDITORIAL SEQUENCE 

Opinion Dly Wkly Both All 

SA 3 ( 13%) 1 (20%) 8 (18%) 12 (16%) 
A 11 (48%) 3 (60%) 24 (53%) 39 (53%) 
u 3 ( 13%) 1 (20%) 2 ( 4%) 6 (8%) 
D 6 (26%) 0 (0%) 11 (25%) 17 (23%) 
SD 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 
Total 23 (100%) 5 ( 100%) 45 (100%) 74 (100%) 
Mean 2.52 2.00 2.35 2.38 

Table VIII, on the next page, shows respondents 

disagreed with the statement that the weekly newspapers' 

role is insignificant in journalism education. Of 72 

responses, 82 percent disagreed and strongly disagreed, 11 

percent were undecided, and only six percent agreed. On the 

five-point scale, the mean response of 4.1250 was the 

strongest negative mean among the different Likert items. 
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There was no significant difference in the respondent groups 

(Chi-square of 10.16 at the 95 percent confidence level). 

TABLE VIII 

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT THAT THE ROLE 
WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS PLAY IN AMERICAN JOURNALISM 

TODAY IS INSIGNIFICANT AS FAR AS JOURNALISM 
EDUCATION IS CONCERNED 

Opinion Dly Wkly Both All 

SA 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (2%) 1 (1%) 
A 2 (8%) 1 (20%) 1 (2%) 4 (6%) 
u 2 (8%) 0 (0%) 5 ( 11%) 7 (11%) 
D 11 (49%) 3 (60%) 19 (43%) 33 (45%) 
SD 8 (35%) 1 (20%) 18 (40%) 27 (37%) 
Total 23 (100%) 5 ( 100%) 44 (100%) 72 (100%) 
Mean 4.08 3.80 4.18 4.12 

Table IX, on the next page, shows respondents disagreed 

with the statement that weekly newspapers are not an 

important job market for their graduates. Of 73 responses in 

Table IX, 71 percent disagreed, only four percent were 

undecided, and 25 percent agreed. Mean response on the five-

point scale was 3.6986, showing general disagreement. There 

was no significant difference among respondents (Chi-square 

of 9.75 at the 95 percent confidence level). 
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TABLE IX 

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT THAT WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 
ARE NOT AN IMPORTANT JOB MARKET FOR GRADUATES 

Opinion Dly Wkly Both All 

SA 0 ( 0%) 1 (20%) 2 ( 4%) 3 (4%) 
A 5 (22%) 1 (20%) 9 (20%) 15 ( 21%) 
u 1 ( 4%) 1 (20%) 1 (2%) 3 (4%) 
D 10 (43%) 1 (20%) 21 (47%) 32 (44%) 
SD 7 ( 31%) 1 (20%) 12 (27%) 20 (27%) 
Total 23 (100%) 5 (100%) 45 (100%) 73 (100%) 
Mean 3.82 3.00 3.71 3.69 

>·· -----------------------------------------------------------

Table X shows that respondents tended to agree with the 

statement that weekly newspapers are a valuable training 

field for internships. 

TABLE X 

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT THAT WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 
ARE A VALUABLE TRAINING FIELD FOR INTERNSHIPS 

Opinion Dly Wkly Both All 

SA 7 (30%) 2 (40%) 10 (23%) 19 (27%) 
A 11 (48%) 2 (40%) 23 (51%) 36 (49%) 
u 2 (9%) 0 (0%) 6 (13%) 8 (11%) 
D 3 ( 13%) 1 (20%) 5 (11%) 9 (12%) 
SD 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (2%) 1 ( 1%) 
Total 23 (100%) 5 (100%) 45 (100%) 73 (100%) 
Mean 2.04 2.00 2.20 2.13 
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Of 73 respondents, in Table X, 76 percent expressed 

agreement, 11 percent was undecided, and 13 percent 

disagreed. Mean response on the five-point scale of 2.1370 

showed general agreement. No significant difference was 

found among respondents based on their professional 

experience (Chi-square of 6.19 at the 95 percent confidence 

level). 

Table XI shows that respondents agreed with the 

statement that the quality of weekly journalism is generally 

inferior to daily journalism. 

TABLE XI 

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT THAT THE QUALITY 
OF WEEKLY JOURNALISM IN RELATION TO DAILY JOURNALISM 

IS GENERALLY INFERIOR 

Opinion Dly Wkly Both All 

SA 1 ( 4%) 0 ( 0%) 2 (4%) 3 (4%) 
A 15 (65%) 3 (60%) 26 (59%) 44 (61%) 
u 2 (8%) 2 (40%) 6 (14%) 10 (14%) 
D 5 (21%) 0 (0%) 10 (23%) 15. (21%) 
SD 0 ( 0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 
Total 23 (100%) 5 (100%) 44 (100%) 72 (100%) 
Mean 2.47 2.40 2.54 2.51 

Of 72 responses, 65 percent expressed agreement, 14 percent 

were undecided, and 21 percent disagreed. Mean response on 

the five-point scale was 2.5139, showing overall approval. 
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No significant difference was found among respondents 

according to their professional experience. (Chi-square 5.80 

at the 95 percent confidence level). 

Table XII shows that respondents agreed with the 

statement that journalism students consider weekly 

journalism inferior to daily journalism as a career choice. 

TABLE XII 

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT THAT JOURNALISM 
STUDENTS GENERALLY CONSIDER WEEKLY JOURNALISM 

INFERIOR TO DAILY JOURNALISM 
AS A CAREER CHOICE 

Opinion Dly Wkly Both All 

SA 2 (9%) 2 (40%) 7 (16%) 11 (16%) 
A 16 (70%) 3 (60%) 32 (71%) 51 (70%) 
u 4 ( 17%) 0 (0%) 3 (7%) 7 (9%) 
D 1 (4%) 0 (0%) 3 (7%) 4 (5%) 
SD 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 
Total 23 ( 100%) 5 (100%) 45 (100%) 73 (100%) 
Mean 2.17 1. 60 2.04 2.05 

Of 73 responses, 86 percent expressed agreement, nine 

percent was undecided, and five percent disagreed. Mean 

response was 2.0548, showing general agreement. There was no 

significant difference among respondents (Chi-square of 9.24 

at the 95 percent confidence level). 

Table XIII, on the next page, shows that respondents 
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tended to disagree with the statement that weekly newspapers 

are generally ignored in news-editorial courses. Of 72 

respondents, 58 percent disagreed, nine percent was 

undecided, and 33 percent agreed. Mean response on the five-

point scale was 3.260, showing the general disagreement. 

There was no significant difference between respondents 

according to their professional experience (Chi-square of 

6.55 at the 95 percent confidence level). 

TABLE XIII 

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT THAT 
WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS ARE GENERALLY IGNORED 

IN NEWS-EDITORIAL COURSES 

------------------------------------------------------------
Opinion Dly Wkly Both All 

------------------------------------------------------------
SA 1 ( 5%) 0 ( 0%) 2 (4%) 3 (4%) 
A 6 (27%) 2 (40%) 12 (27%) 20 (29%) 
u 1 (5%) 1 (20%) 5 ( 11%) 7 (9%) 
D 12 (54%) 2 (40%) 25 (56%) 39 (54%) 
SD 2 (9%) 0 ( 0%) 1 (2%) 3 (4%) 
Total 22 (100%) 5 (100%) 45 (100%) 72 (100%) 
Mean 3.36 3.00 3.24 3.26 

Table XIV, on the next page, shows respondents were 

divided on the statement that community journalism 

coursework would give graduates an advantage in the job 

marketplace over news-editorial graduates without the 

coursework. Respondents were almost evenly divided: 35 
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percent agreed, 30 percent was undecided, and 35 percent 

disagreed. Mean response on the five-point scale was 3.0822, 

showing the division of opinion. There was no significant 

difference among respondents according to experience (Chi-

square of 7.22 at the 95 percent confidence level). 

TABLE XIV 

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT THAT JOURNALISM 
GRADUATES WITH COURSEWORK IN COMMUNITY JOURNALISM HAVE 

AN ADVANTAGE IN THE JOB MARKETPLACE OVER NEWS
EDITORIAL GRADUATES WITHOUT THE COURSEWORK 

Opinion Dly Wkly Both All 

SA 2 (8%) 0 (0%} 3 (6%) 5 (7%} 
A 7 (30%) 1 (20%) 12 (26%) 21 (28%) 
u 8 (35%) 1 (20%) 13 (30%) 22 (30%) 
D 5 ( 21%) 2 (40%) 9 (20%) 16 (21%) 
SD 1 (4%) 1 (20%) 8 (18%) 10 (14%) 
Total 23 (100%) 5 ( 100%) 45 (100%) 74 (100%) 
Mean 2.82 3.60 3. 15 3.08 

Table XV, on the next page, shows respondents tended to 

disagree with the statement that instructors' lack of 

background is an obstacle to increased emphasis on community 

journalism. Of 73 responses, shown in Table XV, 68 percent 

disagreed, five percent was undecided, and 27 percent 

agreed. Mean response on the five-point scale was 3.5342, 

showing general disagreement. There was no significant 
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difference among respondents according to their professional 

experience (Chi-square of 11.96 at the 95 percent confidence 

level) . 

TABLE XV 

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT THAT INSTRUCTORS' LACK 
OF BACKGROUND IN COMMUNITY JOURNALISM IS AN OBSTACLE 

TO INCREASED EMPHASIS ON COMMUNITY JOURNALISM 

Opinion Dly Wkly Both All 

SA 1 (4%) 0 (0%) 1 ( 2%) 2 ( 3%) 
A 6 (26%) 1 (20%) 10 (23%) 17 (24%) 
u 3 ( 13%) 0 (0%) 1 (2%) 4 (5%) 
D 12 (53%) 4 (80%) 24 (53%) 40 (55%) 
SD 1 (4%) 0 (0%) 9 (20%) 10 (13%) 
Total 23 (100%) 5 (100%) 45 (100%) 7 3 ( 100%) 
Mean 3.26 3.60 3.66 3.53 

Table XVI, on the next page, shows that respondents 

agreed with the statement that a lack of room for additonal 

required courses in the curriculum is an obstacle to 

increased instruction for community journalism. Of 78 

responses, 79 percent agreed, six percent was undecided, and 

15 percent disagreed. Mean response on the five-point scale 

was 2.205, showing overall approval. There was no 

significant difference among the views of respondents 

regardless of the size of enrollment of institutions--small, 

medium or large. 
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TABLE XVI 

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT THAT A LACK OF ROOM 
FOR ADDITIONAL REQUIRED COURSES IN THE CURRICULUM 

IS AN OBSTACLE TO INCREASED INSTRUCTION 
IN COMMUNITY JOURNALISM 

------------------------------------------------------------
Opinion Small Medium Large All 

------------------------------------------------------------
SA 10 (28%) 4 ( 15%) 4 (28%) 18 (23%) 
A 20 (55%) 17 (63%) 6 (42%) 43 (56%) 
u 1 (3%) 2 ( 7%) 2 ( 15%) 5 (6%) 
D 5 (14%) 4 (15%) 2 ( 15%) 12 ( 15%) 
SD 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 
Total 36 (100%) 27 (100%) 14 (100%) 78 (100%) 

-----------------------------------------------------------

Table XVII shows the amount of time respondents 

reported devoting to weekly newspapers in news-editorial 

classes. 

TABLE XVII 

APPROXIMATE TIME DEVOTED TO TEACHING ABOUT WEEKLY 
NEWSPAPERS IN NEWS-EDITORIAL COURSES BY 

RESPONDENT IN TERMS OF SIZE OF DEPARTMENT 

------------------------------------------------------------
<5% 5-10% 11-20% 21-30% >30% Total 

------------------------------------------------------------
Sml. 13 (37%) 11 (32%) 7 (20%) 3 (9%) 1 (2%) 35 (100%) 
Med. 8 (33%) 10 (42%) 5 (20%) 1 ( 4%) 0 (0%) 24 (100%) 
Lrg. 4 (40%) 6 (60%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 10 (100%) 
All 24 (34%) 30 (42%) 12 ( 17%) 4 ( 6%) 1 ( 1%) 71 (100%) 
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Of 71 responses, in Table XVII, 76 percent spent less than 

10 percent of their time, 17 percent spent from 11 to 20 

percent of their time, and seven percent spent more than 20 

percent of their time. There was no significant relationship 

between department size and time devoted to weeklies (Chi-

square of 11.3 at the 95 percent confidence level). 

Table XVIII shows respondents' estimates of the time 

other news-editorial instructors generally devoted to weekly 

newspapers in news-editorial classes, compared by sizes of 

departments. 

TABLE XVIII 

RESPONDENTS' ESTIMATES OF APPROXIMATE TIME DEVOTED TO 
TEACHING ABOUT WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS IN NEWS-EDITORIAL 

COURSES IN TERMS OF SIZE OF DEPARTMENT 

------------------------------------------------------------
<5% 5-10% 11-20% 21-30% >30% Total 

------------------------------------------------------------
Sml. 14 ( 41%) 10 (29%) 7 ( 21%) 2 (6%) 1 (3%) 34 (100%) 
Med. 12 (50%) 7 (29%) 5 ( 21%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 24 (100%) 
Lrg. 6 (50%) 6 (50%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 12 (100%) 
All 32 (46%) 23 (33%) 12 (17%) 2 (3%) 1 ( 1%) 70 (100%) 
-----------------------------------------------------------

Of 70 responses, 79 percent estimated colleagues spent 10 

percent or less of their time devoted to weekly newspapers. 

Seventeen percent estimated from 11 to 20 percent, and four 

percent estimated more than 20 percent. There was no 
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devoted to weeklies (Chi-square of 10.3 at the 95 percent 

confidence level). 

Table XIX shows how respondents, compared by their 

professional experience, estimated the amount of time they 

devoted to teaching about weekly newspapers. 

TABLE XIX 

APPROXIMATION OF TIME DEVOTED TO TEACHING ABOUT WEEKLY 
NEWSPAPERS IN NEWS-EDITORIAL COURSES, IN TERMS 

OF BACKGROUND OF INSTRUCTOR 

72 

------------------------------------------------------------
<5% 5-10% 11-20% 21-30% >30% Total 

------------------------------------------------------------
Dly 11 (52%) 6 (28%) 2 (10%) 1 ( 5%) 1 (5%) 21 (100%) 
Wkly 1 (20%) 3 (60%) 1 (20%) 0 (0%) 0 ( 0%) 5 (100%) 
Both 12 (28%) 20 (48%) 7 ( 17%) 3 ( 7%) 0 (0%) 42 (100%) 
All 24 (36%) 29 (42%) 10 ( 14%) 4 ( 6%) 1 (2%) 68 (100%) 
-----------------------------------------------------------

Of 68 responses, 78 percent devoted 10 percent or less of 

their class time to teaching about weekly newspapers. There 

was no significant relationship on the amount of time on 

weeklies and respondents' professional experience (Chi-

square of 9.90 at the 95 percent confidence level). 

Table XX, on the next page, compares the amount of time 

devoted to teaching about weekly newspapers and the answer 

to question six about attitudes on the quality of the weekly 
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press. Of the 71 responses, 76 percent reported spending 10 

percent or less of their time devoted to teaching about 

weekly newspapers. There was no significant relationship ~n 

the amount of time spent teaching about weeklies and the 

respondents' view of weeklies (Chi-square of 8.39 at the 95 

percent confidence level. 

TABLE XX 

APPROXIMATE TIME DEVOTED TO TEACHING ABOUT WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 
IN NEWS-EDITORIAL COURSES IN TERMS OF ATTITUDE TOWARD 

QUALITY OF WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 

<5% 5-10% 11-20% 21-30% >30% Total 
------------------------------------------------------------
SA 2 (67%) 1 (33%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 ( 0%) 3(100%) 
A 15 (33%) 21 (46%) 7 (15%) 2 (4%) 1 ( 2%) 46(100%) 
u 5 (45%) 4 (36%) 2 ( 19%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 11(100%) 
D 3 (27%) 3 (27%) 3 (27%) 2 (19%) 0 (0%) 11(100%) 
SD 0 (0%) 0 ( 0%) 0 ( 0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0(100%) 
All 25 (35%) 29 (41%) 12 (17%) 4 (6%) 1 ( 1%) 71(100%) 

Obstacles to a Greater Emphasis 

on Weekly Newspapers 

In regard to question 30, an open-ended question, 

respondents delineated several obstacles to putting greater 

emphasis on weekly newspapers in journalism today. 

The most common responses, phrased in different ways, 

were low pay offered by weekly newspapers, and lack of 
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"Many weeklies are not hiring college grads of any 

major. They are paying low wages and relying on women who 

work part time with no benefits or at a low annual salary 

because their spouse is employed in the community. These 

women often do excellent work for low pay, but the jobs are 

not appealing to young college grads." 

"Our placement rate for graduates who want a job is 

100%. Some weekly groups are just not competitive salary

wise and, therefore, cannot attract graduates. If it's the 

West Palm Beach Post vs The Allen County News, the graduate 

opts for the West Palm Beach Post." 

", .. if weekly newspapers want to attract more j-school 

grads, they must pay more, with the salaries at most 

weeklies, a reporter immediately qualifies for food stamps. 

This is an embarrassment. The purpose of a college education 

is not to prepare students for a job that pays the 

equivalent of Burger King trainees. Weekly publishers are 

notorious for hiring for the lowest minimum possible and 

then can't understand why j-schools don't pay more attention 

to weekly journalism .... don't expect me to waste my effort 

preparing students for a $14,000 a year job." 

"Weeklies pay lousy; weeklies are preoccupied with 

profits, not journalism." 

Another obstacle identified by several was what two 

identified as the "crowded curriculum." One respondent 
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simply scrawled: "ACEJMC restrictions." 

Other comments in the same vein follow: 

"The problem is lack of time in course structure, lack 

of priority." 

"We don't have enough full-time faculty, or funds for 

adjuncts to expand curriculum." 

"Curriculum restrictions(electives already crowded; 

other commitments of faculty)." 

Other cited obstacles involving the faculty: 

"Communications PhDs trying to teach journalism." 

"Faculty with pertinent background for such courses." 

"Lack of background for professors, low pay and 

prestige." 

"Lack of knowledge on how important a training ground 

this area can be •.. and where many young journalists begin. 

"Textbooks fail to emphasis how critical this element 

of press actually is to local communities." 

Others focused on interests of students, and increasing 

urbanization: 

"We serve a metro market." 

"The high expectations of students to go on to careers 

at major metros hampers strong emphasis on weeklies and what 

they offer. Weeklies can provide satisfying work, but it 

generally involves greater hours and less pay." 

"Persuading students to locate in small towns; 

improving the image of weeklies, including the pay and 

quality of the product." 
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Another obstacle mentioned placed some of the blame on 

the weekly newspapers: 

"Failure of weeklies to offer paid summer internships; 

lack of professionalism in too many weeklies. Poor image." 

Two others cited overall trends: 

"Interest in newspapers as a career is going down 

everywhere, as indicated by dropping enrollment. This is 

part of the perception of the student that newspapers aren't 

good or exciting career choices." 

"It could be improved but it is just one of many 

problems facing news ed in mass comm depts." 

Several respondents denied that greater emphasis should 

be placed on weeklies, per se, claiming that journalism 

education should be identical for both weekly and daily 

newspapers, echoing comments made to the "Other" response of 

Number 28. 

A sampling of those comments follows: 

"I don't understand in what ways the editorial product 

in weeklies should differ from in dailies." 

"I do not think that journalism programs that do not 

offer specific courses in weekly newspapers are necessarily 

ignoring the importance of preparing students for careers on 

community papers. I hear this, usually, at meetings of our 

local press association. I strongly contend, however, that 

we are preparing students for careers in journalism and that 

we do not consciously think, 'Gee I better teach students 

this who will work for dailies' or vice versa. Very simply, 
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we teach students to write and to edit. Good writing skills 

and good editing skills can be plugged in equally 

effectively whether one works for a daily, a week, etc. We 

teach students to think, to write and to edit. Those 

students can function effectively at both" 

"Almost all teaching applies equally to dailies and 

weeklies." 

"Emphasis is on newspapers, period--what is taught is 

applicable to all newspapers." 

"I don't believe that, but what I do tell my students 

is that there are some good weeklies and students should not 

ignore those opportunities. Assuming the quality is good, 

the young person can get a variety of experiences, learn 

some things, probably advance rapidly and get the 

satisfaction of responsibility. Similarly, I tell them not 

to ignore the specalized press--any place where good 

journalism can be practiced." 

"I think the only difference between weekly and daily 

papers has to do with scheduling (editorial and production). 

The difference in editorial makes the weekly newspapers more 

like magazines (time for analysis and context, less emphasis 

on hard news). But there's enough news in any market for a 

weekly to cover hard news missed by the dailies and I don't 

think the difference needs to be treated in a whole course, 

let alone a sequence ." 

Those views were contested by one respondent, however: 

"Depts. of journalism are too hung up on the Oregon report 
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in field journalism--impossible, but that's the belief and 

the approach to teaching. We teach too little of any one 

topic. Result, student is light." 
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One respondent ended with a particularly negative note: 

"I don't really believe greater emphasis needs to be given. 

My impression is that the weekly press is fast becoming an 

anachronism in American society--and soon will vanish." 
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CHAPTER V 

DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

General 

Journalism education is embroiled in controversy over 

its relevance, as professionals criticize journalism 

curricula for being too academic and insufficiently 

practical. The skepticism shows by the increasing reluctance 

of newspapers to hire new journalism school graduates. Most 

of the criticism comes from trade associations, scholars and 

journalists closely associated with the daily press. 

While job opportunities in the daily press, the number 

of daily newspapers, the percentage of daily circulation, 

and the number of news-editorial graduates decline, weekly 

newspapers are increasing in circulation and outnumber 

dailies about four to one. Yet weekly newspapers are the 

"forgotten press." Trade publications and research journals 

rarely deal with the weekly press. Journalism schools are 

gradually eliminating courses and sequences in "community 

journalism." There is a general lack of information on how 

weekly newspapers are treated in journalism curricula, but 

weekly newspaper owners seem to have a lower view of 

journalism schools and their graduates than daily 

79 
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journalists. 

The purpose of this study was to assess the status of 

journalism education related to weekly newspapers at 

accredited journalism schools. Specifically, the study 

sought to determine how accredited journalism schools are 

preparing their students to work on weekly newspapers, by 

examining the attitudes of journalism educators toward 

weekly newspapers, and the educators' professional 

backgrounds. 

The hypotheses for the study were that (1) journalism 

schools are ignoring specific instruction for weekly 

newspapers; (2) there is a correlation between the 

professional media background of the journalism educators 

and their attitudes toward the weekly press, and amount of 

time spent teaching about weekly newspapers. 

Summary 

80 

Of the 89 institutions with accredited journalism 

schools in the sample, 78 responded to the initial survey 

and follow-up mailing, for an overall response rate of 87.6 

percent. 

One independent variable explored by the study was the 

professional background of the respondents. It was 

hypothesized that a majority would have daily experience 

with little knowledge of weekly newspapers. However the 

hypothesis was not supported. Forty-five of 73 respondents, 

62 percent, indicated they had both daily and weekly 
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experience, compared with 23 (31 percent) for daily only, 

and five (7%) with only weekly experience. This large number 

of instructors with combined experience was unanticipated, 

and may have affected the comparisons generated by the 

Likert scale attitudinal questions, and the estimates of 

time devoted to teaching about weekly newspapers. The small 

number of professors with exclusively weekly experience 

prevented any possible statistical significance from showing 

up in comparison with dailies. 

One hypothesis was that respondents' professional 

experience would be related to their attitudes. Those with 

daily experience were hypothesized to have different 

opinions about the weekly press than those with weekly 

experience. The data did not support the hypothesis. There 

was no significant relationship between respondents' 

professional background and the attitudes expressed on the 

Likert questions about weekly newspapers and journalism 

education. 

Another hypothesis was that the amount of time devoted 

to teaching about weekly newspapers in news-editorial 

classes would be related to the respondents' professional 

experience. Again, the data did not support the hypothesis. 

There was no significant relationship between respondents' 

experience and the amount of time devoted to teaching about 

weeklies. A total of 78 percent of all respondents spend 10 

percent or less of their time teaching about weekly 

newspapers. 
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Another hypothesis was that the size of the journalism 

program would be related to the amount of time devoted to 

teaching about weekly newspapers. This hypothesis was also 

not supported. Thirty-seven schools reported fewer than 400 

majors; 26 reported 401 to 800 majors; and 14 reported more 

than 800 majors. There was no significant relationship 

between size and the amount of time devoted to teaching 

about weekly newspapers. A total of 76 percent of all 

programs estimated spending 10 percent or less of news

editorial class time devoted to weeklies. 

In terms of attitudes about weekly newspapers and 

journalism education, the 11 Likert scale questions 

revealed some patterns. 

Briefly, the Likert scale questions indicate the 

respondents believe existing news-editorial coursework is 

sufficient to prepare students for work on weeklies, that 

weeklies are not ignored in news-editorial courses, that 

weeklies are not insignificant to journalism education, that 

they are an important job market for graduates and a 

valuable training field for internships. Generally however, 

they believe the quality of weekly journalism is inferior to 

daily journalism, and students consider weekly journalism 

inferior to daily journalism as a career choice. They 

disagreed that instructors' lack of weekly experience was an 

obstacle to more emphasis on weekly journalism, but believed 

a lack of room for more courses in the curriculum was an 

obstacle. They were undecided on whether coursework in 
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community journalism would help graduates find jobs. 

On the first item, 62 percent disagreed with the need 

for a separate course in weekly journalism, and many 

comments on related open-ended questions indicated 

respondents believed there was no need for special emphasis 

on weekly papers in the curriculum. On the second item, 69 

percent agreed that existing news-editorial sequences 

adequately prepared students to work on weeklies. 

Strongest disagreement on the Likert scales was 

registered on the third item, that the weekly newspapers' 

role in American journalism is insignificant as far as 

education is concerned, with 82 percent disagreeing, and a 

mean response of 4.12 on the five-point scale. On the fourth 

item, 70 percent disagreed that weekly newspapers are not an 

important job market for journalism graduates, and 75 

percent agreed with the fifth item that weeklies are 

valuable for internships. 

Strongest agreement was registered on the seventh item, 

with 85 percent agreeing that journalism students consider 

weekly journalism inferior to daily journalism as a career 

choice; and on the sixth item, 65 percent agreed that the 

quality of weekly journalism was inferior to daily 

journalism. 

On the eighth item, 57 percent disagreed that weekly 

newspapers are generally ignored in news-editorial courses. 

On the ninth item, respondents were almost evenly divided on 

whether coursework in community journalism would help 
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graduates get a job. 

On item 10, 74 percent of respondents agreed that a 

lack of room for additional courses in the curriculum was an 

obstacle to increased instruction about community 

journalism; but on item 11, 67 percent disagreed that 

instructors' lack of experience in weekly journalism is an 

obstacle to more emphasis on weeklies. 

While respondents indicated weeklies were important to 

journalism education, and not neglected in news-editorial 

courses, their estimates of the placement of news-editorial 

graduates indicated otherwise. They estimated that 44 

percent of their graduates last year was working for 

dailies; that 35 percent was working in fields other than 

newspaper journalism; that nine percent was working on 

weeklies; and that 12 percent was either unemployed or in 

graduate school. 

In addition, while denying they ignore weekly 

newspapers in coursework, respondents' estimates of amount 

of time devoted to teaching specifically about weekly 

newspapers was extremely low. Seventy-six percent estimated 

they spent 10 percent or less of their class time discussing 

weeklies, and 78 percent estimated their colleagues spent a 

similar amount of time. The difference may be explained by 

the respondents' open-ended comments that tended to deny 

there should be any difference between instruction for 

dailies and weeklies. 

Only 26 of 78 respondents indicated that additional 
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instruction was necessary to work on weeklies. Asked to rank 

what three additional areas were necessary, respondents 

favored management, editing, and advertising or local 

government. 

Also apparently at odds with respondents' claiming 

weekly newspapers are not neglected in news-editorial 

classes, as well as their evaluation of the importance of 

the weekly press to journalism education, were the rankings 

and comments of respondents to the question on why 

journalism schools ignore weekly papers. Three main reasons 

were reported: lack of job opportunities, poor image of 

quality of weekly newspapers, and low pay. 

However the problem is two-sided, according to the 

respondents. When asked to rank the reasons weeklies don't 

hire more journalism graduates, respondents listed four main 

reasons: poor pay, poor image, lack of job opportunities and 

opportunities for advancement. 

The profile of the 78 journalism schools responding 

showed a mean enrollment of 128 majors, with a standard 

deviation of 92.7, meaning 67 percent of the accredited 

journalism schools range from 36 to 220 majors in 

enrollment. Respondent tally of full-time faculty ranged 

from one to 58, with a mean of 14.4, and a standard 

deviation of 9.0, meaning 67 percent of the accredited 

schools have a full-time faculty of between 5.4 to 23.4. 

Respondents estimated 6.98 as the mean number of news

editorial faculty at the schools, with a standard deviation 
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of 5.70, meaning 67 percent of the accredited schools' news

editorial full-time faculty ranged from 1.2 to 14.6. Only 

two schools reported community journalism sequences. 

General conclusions from the data are that respondents 

don't think weeklies are neglected in news-editorial courses 

because they believe news-editorial courses are sufficient 

to prepare students for weeklies. There is no relationship 

between the respondents' professional experience and his 

views on weekly newspapers, nor on the time he spends 

teaching about weeklies. There is no relationship between 

the size of the journalism program and the amount of time 

spent teaching about weeklies in news-editorial courses. 

Weeklies have an image problem with both faculty and 

students, especially involving perceptions of poor quality, 

lack of job opportunities and poor pay. 

The study showed that accredited journalism schools 

spend little time teaching specifically about weekly 

newspapers. Yet most of the educators denied ignoring 

weeklies, and considered weekly newspapers an important 

field of journalism. However, they conceded that students, 

and journalism schools, generally ignore weeklies as a 

potential job market because of low pay, shared perceptions 

of poor journalistic quality, and lack of job opportunities. 

Respondents indicated that weeklies need to provide more 

paid internships if they are to attract students. 

For educators, the literature and study indicate that 

journalism schools may need to pay more attention to 
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weeklies as a potential job market, but there is no clear 

consensus on how that·might be done. A large number of 

educators don't believe news-editorial sequences need to do 

anything separate to prepare students for weeklies. 

Enrollment in community journalism sequences is negligible, 

and other studies indicate few students are going to work 

for weeklies. Whether this could be improved by more 

emphasis on weeklies in journalism schools is another 

question that educators may need to ask, as job opportunties 

at dailies decline and daily dissatisfaction with journalism 

school graduates grows. Increasing circulation on weeklies, 

increasing chain ownership, and increasing size and 

suburbanization of weeklies may mean journalism schools need 

to rethink how weeklies are portrayed to students. 

For weekly newspapers, the study shows journalism 

schools need more information about careers on weeklies, and 

paid internships may attract more students to those 

newspapers. The complaint of the newspaper industry as a 

whole that journalism professors are too academic and lack 

professional experience did not show up in this study. The 

large number of respondents with both weekly and daily 

experience, as well as those with exclusively daily 

experience, was readily apparent. If the respondents were 

chosen randomly and were representative of journalism 

faculties as a whole, journalism schools are loaded with 

faculty with professional experience, although that can't be 

substantiated. However there is a chance that the 
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they had weekly experience, but that is unsubstantiated 

also. 

Recommendations for Further Study 

88 

The results of this study have prompted several ideas 

for further research. This study focused primarily on the 

attitudes of news-editorial faculty toward weekly newspapers 

and their place in the news-editorial curriculum. Because of 

the dearth of information on weekly newspapers, there are 

plenty of opportunities for more research. 

National surveys of weekly newspaper editors' attitudes 

and hiring practices are needed. Surveys of weekly 

newspapers' attitudes about journalism schools are few and 

have concentrated on a few in-state, or regional studies. 

What is the national picture? The study should explore 

several variables, including size of paper, number of 

employees, location, ownership, education and training of 

employees, as well as attitudes toward journalism schools 

and their graduates. The survey of weekly newspaper hiring 

practices, in addition to the above variables, should 

delineate papers into suburban and traditional, by their 

size, sources and numbers of employees. Where do weeklies 

get their employees? How important is a journalism degree 

for an employee on a weekly newspaper? What needs do weekly 

newspapers have that journalism schools can meet? Are 

journalism schools meeting their needs? Are weeklies 
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training grounds for dailies? 

A truly random survey of all journalism educators in 

accredited and non-accredited programs should explore the 

extent of actual experience working on weeklies, and compare 

attitudes and teaching for weeklies with those who have 

daily experience only. This would allow generalization to 

prepare the way for assessing the educational needs for 

educating for weekly newspaper careers. 

Another topic that needs to be explored on a national 

basis involves internships at weekly newspapers. The 

newspaper industry and literature emphasize the importance 

of internships. What are journalism schools doing with 

internships? How many weekly newspapers are involved? Where 

are the internships? How are the internships administered, 

and graded? How many lead to jobs? Are there case studies of 

internship programs that could serve as examples to others? 

While this study explored accredited journalism 

schools, another one could sample all journalism departments 

to give a broader profile of the extent of education 

involving weekly newspapers. This study also could compare 

instruction at accredited and non-accredited programs to see 

if there were differences. 

Another study would be a content analysis of news

editorial course syllabi to estimate how much course time is 

devoted to teaching specifically about weeklies, A case 

study should also be conducted of the few community 

newspaper education sequences left in the country, comparing 
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them with news-editorial sequences at the same institutions. 

Information on employment of the graduates of such programs 

might provide guidelines on the feasibility and potential of 

increasing emphasis on weekly newspapers in journalism 

schools around the country. 

Conclusion 

Many factors emphasize the need for more information 

about the community press and its relationship with 

journalism education. The controversies surrounding 

journalism education, the manifold changes in the newspaper 

industries, the volatility and uncertain future of the 

newspaper job market--all mean journalism schools must 

constantly evaluate their status. Specifically, with 

declining job opportunities in the daily press, and the need 

for better products in the weekly press, journalism schools 

need to explore and improve their relationship with 

weeklies. 

Journalism schools and weekly newspapers need each 

other. In a sense, the issue is survival. Journalism schools 

need the weeklies as a valuable internship field for 

students, and a market to place fresh graduates the dailies 

refuse to hire without experience. With news-editorial 

enrollments declining, and a majority of news-editorial 

graduates choosing other careers, the huge investment in 

facilities, equipment and faculty cannot continue to be 

justified to serve fewer and fewer students. 
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Weeklies need journalism graduates to improve their 

editorial products and to continue to capitalize on their 

greatest strength--high readership. With readers harder than 

ever to attract, every newspaper is competing for survival 

in the form of readers, who attract advertisers. The 

weeklies' need for a well-written and professional 

newsproduct has been recognized in several reports, and 

journalism schools can provide the papers the employees they 

need. But to attract journalism school students, weeklies 

need to implement regular paid internships, and spend more 

time informing journalism school faculty and students about 

the careers possible; and they need to raise their pay. 

Too much is at stake for journalism schools and weekly 

newspapers to continue to ignore or neglect each other. 

Besides the survival the newspapers and the journalism 

schools, the citizenry of the United States has a stake. 

Grassroots democracy functions only with an informed and 

active electorate, and, for most of its information on local 

government and events, that electorate depends on the 

community press. In the "information" age, this study 

ironically shows that journalism schools and weekly 

newspapers, both information industries, need more 

information about each other. 
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APPENDIX A 

LIST OF INSTITUTIONS IN STUDY SAMPLE 

Sylvia Broady, chair 
Department of Journalism and 

Public Communications 
University of Alaska 
Anchorage, AK 99508 

George Ridge, head 
Department of Journalism 
University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 85721 

Douglas Anderson, director 
Walter Cronkite School of 

Journalism and 
Telecommunication 

Arizona State University 
Tempe, AZ 85287 

Louise Montgomery, chair 
Walter Lemke Department of 

Journalism 
University of Arkansas 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 

Edward Friedlander, chair 
Department of Journalism 
University of Arkansas at 

Little Rock 
Little Rock AR 72204 

Joel Gambill, chair 
Department of Journalism 
Arkansas State University 
State University, AR 72467 

James Tucker, chair 
Department of Journalism 
California State University, 

Fresno 
Fresno, CA 93740 
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Wayne Kelly, chair 
Department of Journalism 
California State University, 

Long Beach 
Long Beach, CA 90840 

Mark Larson, chair 
Department of Journalism 
Humboldt State University 
Arcata, CA 95521 

Glen Broom, chair 
Department of Journalism 
San Diego State University 
San Deigo, CA 92182 

Betty Medsger, chair 
Department of Journalism 
San Francisco State 

University 
San Francisco, CA 94132 

Dennis Brown, chair 
Department of Journalism and 

Mass Communication 
San Jose State University 
San Jose, CA 95192 

William Woestendiek, director 
University of Southern 

California 
Los Angeles, CA 90089 

William Rowland, dean 
School of Journalism and Mass 

Communication 
University of Colorado 
Boulder, CO 80309 
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David Clark, chair 
Department of Technical 

Journalism 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, CO 80523 

Ralph Lowenstein, dean 
College of Journalism and 

Communications 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, FL 32611 

Donna Dickerson, chair 
Department of Mass 

Communication 
University of South Florida 
Tampa, FL 33620 

Churchill Roberts, chair 
Communication Arts 
University of West Florida 
Pensacola, FL 32514 

John Luter, chair 
Department of Journalism 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Honolulu, HI 96822 

John Reed, chair 
Department of Journalism 
Eastern Illinois University 
Charleston, IL 61920 

James Carey, dean 
College of Communications 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, IL 61801 

Donald Brod, chair 
Department of Journalism 
Northern Illinois Unive~sity 
DeKalb, Il 60115 

George Harmon, head, 
newspaper 

Medill School of Journalism 
Northwestern University 
Evanston IL 60208 

Walter Jaehnig, director 
School of Journalism 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, IL 62901 

Earl Conn, chair 
Department of Journalism 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47308 

Michael Cheney, dean 
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School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication 

Drake University 
Des Moines, IA 50311 

Ken Stark, director 
School of Journalism and Mass 

Communication 
University of Iowa 
Iowa City, Ia 52242 

Thomas Emmerson, chair 
Department of Journalism and 

Mass Communication 
Iowa State University 
Ames, IA 50011 

Mike Kautsch, dean 
William Allen White School of 

Journalism and Mass 
Communications 

University of Kansas 
Lawrence, KS 66045 

David Dick, chair 
School of JOurnalism 
University of Kentucky 
Lexington, KY 40506 

Rober~ McGaughey, chair 
Department of Journalism and 

Radio-TV 
Murray State University 
Murray, KY 42071 

Jo-Ann Huff Albers, head 
Department of Journalism 
Western Kentucky University 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 

William Giles, director 
Manship School of Journalism 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
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Reese Cleghorn, dean 
College of Journalism 
University of Maryland 
College Park, MD 20742 

Stanley Soffin, chair 
School of Journalism 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI 48824 

Daniel Wackman, director 
School of Journalism and Mass 

Communication 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

Francis Voelker, chair 
Department of Mass 

Communications 
St. Cloud State University 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 

Will Norton, chair 
Department of Journalism 
Univerity of Mississippi 
University, MS 38677 

Gene Wiggins, director 
School of Communication 
University of Southern 

Mississippi 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406 

Byron Scott, chair, news-ed 
School of Journalism 
University of Missouri 
Columbia, MO 65205 

Jack Botts, chair, news-ed 
College of Journalism 
Univeristy of Nebraska 
Lincoln NE 68588 

Travis Linn, dean 
Reynolds School of Journalism 
University of Nevada 
Reno, NV 89557 

Fred Bales, chair 
Department of Journalism 
University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, NM 87131 
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Joan Konner, dean 
Graduate School of Journalism 
Columbia University 
New York, NY 10027 

Terri Brooks, chair 
Department of Journalism and 

Mass Communications 
New York University 
New York, NY 10003 

Lawrence Myers, dean 
Newhouse School of Public 

Communications 
Syracuse University 
Syracuse, NY 13244 

Richard Cole, dean 
School of Journalism 
University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599 

John Vivian, director 
School of Journalism 
University of North Dakota 
Grand Forks, ND 58202 

Hal Fisher, chair 
Department of Journalism 
Bowling Green State 

University 
Bowling Green, OH 43403 

Judy VanSlyke Turk, director 
School of Journalism and Mass 

Communication 
Kent State University 
Kent, OH 44242 

Walter Bunge, director 
School of Journalism 
Ohio State University 
Columbus, OH 43210 

Paul Nelson, dean 
College of Communication 
Ohio University 
Athens, OH 45701 
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Marlan Nelson, director 
School of Journalism and 

Broadcasting 
Oklahoma State University 
Stillwater, OK 74078 

David Dary, director 
H.H. Herbert School of 

Journalism 
University of Oklahoma 
Norman, OK 73019 

Arnold Ismach, dean 
School of Journalism 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 97403 

Brian Winston, dean 
School of Communication 
Pennsylvania State University 
University Park, PA 16802 

Thomas Eveslage, chair 
Department of Journalism 
Temple University 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 

Richard Lee, head 
Department of Journalism 
South Dakota State University 
Brookings, SD 57007 

Thomas Headley, chair 
Department of Journalism 
East Tennessee State 

University 
Johnson City, TN 37614 

Dan Lattimore, chair 
Journalism Department 
Memphis State University 
Memphis, TN 38152 

Alex Nagy, dean 
School of Mass Communication 
Middle Tennessee State 

University 
Murphreesboro, TN 37132 

James Crook, director 
School of Journalism 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, TN 37996 

Richard Wells, chair 
Department of Journalism 
University of North Texas 
Denton, TX 76201 

Bob Rogers, head 
Department of Journalism 
Texas A&M University 
College Station, TX 77843 

Maxwell McCombs, chair 
Department of Journalism 
University of Texas 
Austin, TX 78712 

Anantha Babbili, chair 
Department of Journalism 
Texas Christian University 
Fort Worth, TX 76129 
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Gordon Whiting, chair 
Department of Communications 
Brigham Young University 
Provo, UT 84602 

James Anderson, chair 
Department of Communication 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, UT 84112 

Thomas Donohue, director 
School of Mass Communication 
Virginia Common~ealth 

University 
Richmond, VA 23284 

Hampden Smith, head 
Department of Journalism and 

Communications 
Washington and Lee University 
Lexington, VA 24450 

Edward Bassett, director 
School of Communications 
University of Washington 
Seattle, WA 98195 

Lawrence Kaggwa, chair 
Department of Journalism 
Howard University 
Washington, DC 20059 



www.manaraa.com

Dwight Jensen, director 
W. Page Pitt School of 

Journalism 
Marshall University 
Huntington, WV 25701 

Robert Ours, head, news-ed 
Perley Isaac Reed School of 

Journalism 
West Virginia University 
Morgantown, WV 26506 

William Thorn, chair, 
Journalism Department 
Marquette University 
Milwaukee, WI 53233 
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James Hoyt, director 
School of Journalism and Mass 

Communication 
University of Wisconsin 
Madison, WI 53706 

William Biglow, chair 
Department of Journalism 
University of Wisconsin 
Oskosh, WI 54901 

Michael Norman, chair 
Department of Journalism 
University of Wisconsin 
River Falls, WI 54022 
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APPENDIX B 

SURVEY INSTRUMENT COVER LETTER 

Dear Colleague: 

In the 1990 AEJMC DirectorY you are listed as the director 
of one of 86 accredited journalism programs in the country. 
Please complete the attached questionnaire or give it to the 
news-editorial faculty member most knowledgeable about the 
contents of news-editorial education at your institution. If 
you have a community journalism sequence, please give the 
questionnaire to that person. 

The questionnaire asks for information on the extent of 
instruction about weekly newspapers available to news
editorial majors; it is part of a doctoral dissertation 
dealing with journalism education. 

Your cooperation is important. Failure to return the 
completed survey by the deadline will detract from the value 
of the study to journalism educators. 

All data collected will be reported in compiled form and the 
information reported by your institution will not be 
revealed as coming from you or your institution. The code 
number on the questionnaire is for keeping track of 
respon&es. It will be removed upon receipt of the 
questionnaire. 

A copy of the summarized findings of this study will be sent 
to participants who request a copy by separate letter. 

Please return the questionaire in the enclosed postage-paid 
envelope by April 1, 1991. Refer questions to: 

Terry M. Clark, chairman 
Department of Journalism 
Central State University 
Edmond, OK 73034 

Respectfully, 

Terry ~. Clark 
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APPENDIX C 

SURVEY INSTRUMENT FOLLOW-UP LETTER 

Dear Colleague: 

I need .iust five minutes, or less, of your time. I know 
you 7 re busy, and have probably just covered up the previous 
questionnaire I mailed to you in mid-March, but I 
desperately need your response by April 12, please. I've 
enclosed another questionnaire and post-paid envelope for 
your convenience. In the 1990 AEJMC Directorr you are listed 
as the director of one of 89 accredited journalism programs 
in the country. As chairman of an unaccredited program, I 
need your help. Please complete the attached questionnaire 
or give it to the news-editorial faculty member most 
knowledgeable about the contents of the sequence. 

The questionnaire asks for information on the extent of 
instruction about weekly newspapers available to news
editorial majors; it is part of a doctoral dissertation 
dealing with journalism education. 

All data collected will be reported in compiled form and the 
information reported by your institution will not be 
revealed as coming from you or your institution. The code 
number on the questionnaire is for keeping track of 
responses. It will be removed upon receipt of the 
questionnaire. 

Please return the questionaire in the enclosed postage-paid 
envelope by April 12, 1991. Refer questions to: 

Terry M. Clark, chairman 
Department of Journalism 
Central State University 
Edmond, OK 73034 
405-341-2980 

Respectfully, 

Terry M. Clark 
Chairman 
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APPENDIX D 

SURVEY INSTRUMENT 

News-Editorial Education Survey 

This survey seeks information on instruction relating to 
weekly newspapers in accredited journalism schools and 
should be completed by the faculty member most knowledgeable 
about the content of news-editorial education at your 
institution. 

Your cooperation is needed. Failure to return this 
questionnaire by the deadline will detract from the study's 
value to educators. Please return the questionnaire by April 
1, 1991 in the enclosed postage-paid envelope. Refer 
questions to Terry M. Clark, Journalism Dept., Central State 
Univ., Edmond, Ok 73034. 405~341-2980. Evening phone: 405-
624-3759. 

SECTION I 

Please indicate agreement or disagreement with the 
statements below by circling one abbreviation(only one) 
STRONGLY AGREE (SA), AGREE lA), UNDECIDED (UI. DISAGREE 
or STRONGLY DISAGREE (SD). 

for 
IDI' 

1. A separate course in community (weekly) journalism should 
be included 1n the curriculum at this institution. 

SA A u D SD 

2. Preparation for working on weekly newspapers is 
adequately covered in our existing news-editorial sequence. 

SA A u D SD 

3. Weekly newspapers are not an important job market for our 
graduates. 

SA A u D SD 

4. Weekly newspapers are a valuable training field for 
internships. 

SA A u D SD 
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5. The role weekly newspapers play in American journalism 
today is insignificant as far as journalism education is 
concerned. 

SA A u D SD 
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6. Generally the quality of weekly journalism 1n relation to 
daily journalism lS inferior. 

SA A u D SD 

7. Generally, our journalism students consider weekly 
journalism inferior to daily journalism as a career choice. 

SA A u D SD 

8. Weekly newspapers are generally ignored in news-editorial 
courses. 

SA A u D SD 

9. Journalism graduates with coursework in community 
journalism have an advantage in the job marketplace over 
news-editorial graduates without the coursework. 

SA A u D SD 

10. A lack of room for additional required courses in the 
curriculum is an obstacle to increased instruction for 
community journalism. 

SA A u D SD 

11. Instructors' lack of background in community journalism 
·is an obstacle to increased emphasis on community 
journalism. 

SA A u D SD 

SECTION II 

12. Do you have experience working for daily or weekly 
newspapers or for the wire services? Please check 
appropriate blanks. 
Daily_____ Weekly Both Wire __ _ 

13. How many journalism faculty members does your school 
have? 

Full time Part time 

14. How many faculty teach in the news-editorial sequence? 
Full time Part time 



www.manaraa.com

107 

15. How many of your news editorial faculty have experience 
on newspapers or wire services? 

Daily Weekly Both Wires 

16. What is the total enrollment, in terms of maJors, of 
your journalism school/decartment? 

Less than 400 401-800 : More than 800 

17. How many of your majors are news-editorial majors? 

18. Do you have a communitylweeklyl journalism sequence? 
Yes No_____ (If ., No,., skip to Number 21. } 

19. If "Yes," what courses are required that are different 
from the standard news-editorial sequence? 

20. If "Yes," how many majors are enrolled in the sequence? 

21. Do you have a specific course in community journalism? 
Yes___ No (If "No," skip to Number 24.} 

22. If "Yes," does the teacher have experience on weeh:ly 
newspapers? 

Yes No 

23. If "Yes," is the course a requirement ln the news
editorial sequence? 

Yes___ No __ _ 

24. Apart from any courses Hi th weeh:ly newspapers as their 
main focus(if any), please estimate about how much time you 
devote to teaching about weekly newspapers in news-editorial 
classes: 
Less than 5 % Between 5 and 10 % Between 11 ----
and 20 % Between 21 and 30% More than 30 % 

25. Please estimate the amount of time you think other news
editorial instructors at your school devote to teaching 
specifically about weekly newspapers in their courses: 
Less than 5 % Between 5 and 10 % Between 11 ----
and 20 % Between 21 and 30% More than 30 % 

26. To prepare students for careers on weekly newspapers, 
news-editorial programs should place more emphasis on: 
(Please rank your top three recommendations, with 1 the most 
important.) If you don't think any extra courses are needed, 
check here: ----

____ Editing Production Local 
government 

_____ Management 
Business 

i'larl~et i ng Advertising 
____ Other (explain) 
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27. What do you consider the main reasons weeklies don't 
hire more journalism graduates (Please rank the top three, 
with 1 being strongest). 
------~Poor image of weekly newspapers 

________ Lower pay 
_ ---~Lack of job opportunities 
_____ Lack of potential for advancement for employees 
______ Lack of educational preparation 
---~---Other (Specify) 

28. Why do you think journalism schools generally ignore 
weekly newspapers in coursework. (Please rank the top three, 
with 1 being strongest) 

Lack of job opportunities in weekly press 
_____ Poor image of journalistic quality in weekly press 
___ Lack of interest by weekly press 
___ Background of faculty doesn't include weekly press 
___ Lack of information about weekly press 
____ Other( specify) 

29. Please estimate how many of your news-editorial 
graduates last year are currently: 

a. working for daily newspapers? 
b. working for weekly newspapers? 
c. working outside newspapers? 
d. are unemployed __ _ 

30. If you believe greater emphasis should be put on weekly 
newspapers in journalism schools, what are the two main 
obstacles to accomplishing that goal? 

Thanks. Please return the completed survey by April 1, 1991. 
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